BRINGING THE DEAD TO LIFE
Ezekiel 37:1-14

Giles has already given us some background to Ezekprophet of
the time of Israel’s exile in Babylon around 590 #&@en we began
this series. Ezekiel’'s lengthy ministry totallexhse 30 years. In the
first part of that ministry Ezekiel brought warnitaythe Israelites
intended to lead them to repentance and renewtdifaod. In the
second part of his ministry, Ezekiel brought thaddites comfort and
encouraged them to look towards the future in hdpe far, we've
been looking at the first part of Ezekiel’s minystbut today we turn
to the second part of his ministry. Apart from gpening chapter of
the book of Ezekiel that we looked at a couple e€ks ago, this is
probably the best known passage in Ezekiel. tt'sm@gaging passage
with lots of meaning, so as we study it togethar gan find the main
text on page [***] of the church Bibles and all theripture I’'m going
to refer to will be displayed on the screen.

The passage divides naturally into two sectionskEet's vision in
verses 1-10 and the interpretation of that visiowarses 11-14. Let’'s
start by looking at verses 1 and 2:

“The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he broughout by the
Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of #exg it was full of
bones. He led me to and fro among them, and | sgrgat many
bones on the floor of the valley, bones that weng dry.” (verses 1-
2)

In the vision Ezekiel finds himself carried awaydateposited in an
unidentified valley full of bones. We can’t be sw@xactly where this
valley was, some scholars think it was the Kebaarrvalley where
Ezekiel had his first visions, others think it whe Dura valley and
that the bones were the remains of those slaindbuhadnezzar,
king of Babylon. | think the Dura valley is moikdly for reasons
we’ll see in a moment, but we can’t be sure. Eaede@es a huge
collection of bones of people who are clearly lolegd, because the



bones are very dry and to maximise the impactisfiision, God
leads Ezekiel back and forth all around these hones

The Hebrew at the end of verse 1 makes it clearithekiel was
amazed by the large number of bones. The signideaf their
number won’t become apparent until verse 10, beistiene seems to
be that of a major catastrophe and the bones atteecsurface of the
ground, denied a proper burial — which is why hkhihis is the Dura
valley. The picture is of death in all its horeord finality.

The style of the passage now moves from descriptialialogue
between Ezekiel and God, actually mainly direcespefrom God —
let’s look at verses 3-10:

“He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones liveaid| "O
Sovereign LORD, you alone know." Then he said tQ 'lReophesy to
these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear ¢ing @f the LORD!
This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these hdnedl make
breath enter you, and you will come to life. | vattach tendons to
you and make flesh come upon you and cover you st | will

put breath in you, and you will come to life. Thgou will know that

| am the LORD.™ So | prophesied as | was commanded as | was
prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling soumd tlae bones came
together, bone to bone. | looked, and tendons lastl ppeared on
them and skin covered them, but there was no bredtlem. Then he
said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesypfoman, and say to
it, “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Comenfrtne four
winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain thieggt may live.” So
| prophesied as he commanded me, and breath enbened they
came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast armerses 3-10)
Ezekiel's words are subordinated to the words o Gevhat God
says is more important than what a man, even ahptopays.

God begins by asking Ezekiel a strange question tltase bones
live”. On the face of it this seems ridiculous dimd sure Ezekiel was
overcome by a sense of helplessness before this deash, but
nevertheless he responds cautiously: “O Sovereayd {,ou alone
know” — after all with God all things are possilleenesis 18:14;



Jeremiah 32:17; Luke 1:37). Yahweh responds byateimg that
Ezekiel be involved in the answer — “Prophesy &s&hbones”.
Ezekiel is to say that God will make life entergary bones, God
will breathe life into them. No situation is togpperate or far gone for
God to be able to put it right and bring life iresdeof death. So if
you're facing hard or even desperate times know®ual is able to
deal with your problems and bring life and renewal.

Verse 6 tells us that the process by which YahwdHuwifil his
promise involves four discrete stages: he will rewxt the bones
with sinews, cover the bones with flesh, overlagy fllesh with skin,
and then infuse them with breath. God’s goingrtoghabout a
reversal of the process of decomposition. Ezakit complies with
Yahweh’s commands in verses 7 and 8 and the recatish
proceeds rapidly. Ezekiel trusted God and followesd and obeyed
him even when he didn’t really understand. Thtitéskind of person
that God can use. That's the kind of people welnede. Like
Ezekiel we just need to obey God and listen and tvaee what he
will do (Psalm 46:10).

Then in verse 9 Ezekiel is commanded to prophe§oid's very own
Spirit, his breath, the Spirit which will blow ohdse bones and bring
them to life. The identification of these boneshwiorpses of the
slain again points to the location as being theaDaadley. | think we
can see here a fulfilment of the covenant curseagksrael:
“Yahweh will put you to rout before your enemieawwill march
out against them by a single road, but flee froemnttby many roads.
You will become a horror to all the kingdoms of #eath. Your
carcasses will become food for all the birds ofgkye and all the
beasts of the earth, with none to frighten theni ¢ifeuteronomy
28:25-26)

and by his command to prophesy that breath shouk&t éhese
corpses Yahweh is surely pronouncing a liftingho$ turse.

In verse 10, after Ezekiel has complied with Yah\we&lommand, he
witnesses a most remarkable sight. The breathezhtke bodies, and
they came to life and stood up on their feet. 3t@pe of the miracle



Is highlighted by noting that the exceedingly nuousrbones were
transformed into an exceedingly vast host. Whed'&8pirit comes
every single corpse is revived. The dead risédbroause they are
reconstituted biologically, nor because of someriml force, but
because Yahweh has infused them with breath julitslike the
original creation account, the soil of the earith bt become man
until Yahweh infused it with his breath.

Let’'s move on to the interpretation of the passagerses 11-14:
“Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bonesharavhole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and opehs gone; we are
cut off.” Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘“Tikisvhat the
Sovereign LORD says: O my people, | am going tahogmur graves
and bring you up from them; | will bring you backthe land of
Israel. Then you, my people, will know that | ane ttORD, when |
open your graves and bring you up from them. | puit my Spirit in
you and you will live, and I will settle you in ypown land. Then
you will know that | the LORD have spoken, and véaone it,
declares the LORD.™” (verses 11-14)

This is a continuous divine speech — God’s givimginterpretation.

So in verse 11 we see that the Israelite corpseeinalley represent
the entire Israelite nation, “the whole house chd$’, including those
in the Northern Kingdom who had been sent intoeeXBO years
earlier. The Israelites are despondent in eXiley say their “our
bones are dried up” (verse 11). They had countedahweh for
security, but he had abandoned them when theydftol&eep his
covenant and they are despondent. But, this isssage of hope for
the exiles. They may be dried up, but like thedthones in the
valley they can be revived by Yahweh'’s Spirit. Wath and Yahweh
alone can bring restoration to a despairing people.

What a marvellous message of encouragement thishe#sto
Ezekiel and to the people in exile and for all sttoday. If the
Israelites remained faithful to God’s call and paomed the word of
God, the ultimate consequence would be a life-foansgng
experience that would result in a national resuiwac Let us do the



same in our time. | believe that Ezekiel’s visistone of the finest
illustrations of the life-changing power of preaulpiGod’s word.
That word has the power to transform those whalaeal in
trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1-22) and makentng, living
creatures in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). God &asys used the
“foolishness of what was preached to save thosehelieve” (1
Corinthians 1:21).

The enabling power of the Holy Spirit is also paytd in this
passage. The Spirit empowered the dead by givieig dny bones life
and animation. This was Paul’s testimony. He Hazad he was
unable to live the life of a believer (Romans 728)3; faithful to the
commands of God, without the enabling power of Gd&irit
(Romans 8:1-17)

Further, | think we can see in this passage a @ointthe hope of
bodily resurrection after death. A declaratiort thare is life beyond
the grave. This vision of the resuscitation of boyes is nobnly for
the nation of Israel. The valley represents theleworld, and the
bones the entire human race under the curse di flmaits rebellion
against God. So, this passage holds out hopdl feha accept
salvation by the grace of God offered in and thiroGgrist
(Ephesians 2:1-10). With good reason, we who airs bf the
glorious message of the prophets and apostlesrfitids passage a
dramatic OT affirmation that the sting of deathl\w& overcome by
the animating power of Yahweh’s Spirit.

The passage also holds out hope for a defeatetharidund church.
Revival cannot be worked up from within; it will@ar only as God,
by his grace, breathes on us again and bringsakstbdife. After all,
as Ezekiel had witnessed, and as he had heardzemslof occasions,
the Lord is Yahweh. He has spoken. He will magedyhis word.

Finally, let's be clear that the only way for uso® resurrected is
through the power and grace of God through faitbunLord Jesus
Christ. Ezekiel recognised the death and utteelegsness of the dry



bones and we need to recognise the death andofietessness in
our situation. As Paul said in his letter to thén&gans:

“As for you, you were dead in your transgressiams sins, in which
you used to live when you followed the ways of thwld and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit whanisw at work in those
who are disobedient. All of us also lived amongtre one time,
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature andldwing its desires
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by natureatbjef wrath. But
because of his great love for us, God, who isinamercy, made us
alive with Christ even when we were dead in tragsgions—it is by
grace you have been saved.” (Ephesians 2:1-5 NIV)

Because God loved us, even while we were deadrisiog, he made
us alive through the shed blood of his son JesustCGhur Lord.

From beginning to end the process of producingtapirlife in us
was totally and completely God’s work, just as teguscitation of the
dry bones was totally God’s work. Spiritually, Gloals given us life
by breathing his breath into us and, he will rescirus physically and
bodily at the second coming of Christ. Our pasdaday makes it
quite clear that God is sovereign over death.

Unfortunately we live in a world where so many peare trying to
create their own spiritual life or are trying tamaheir salvation by
good works. That way just won’'t work because we aver do
enough, we can never be good enough; again as&gih few
verses on in his letter to the Ephesians:

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through-faand this not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by werlso that no-one
can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV)

Ezekiel demonstrates that principle quite well. ditin’t have to
develop a clever plan to bring the bones backi¢o IHe didn’t have
to labour trying to fit them all back together. khwerely had to
believe God and trust in him and follow God’s instions. If we
truly want to have life, to have life in abundanee, have to do the
same thing. We must allow God to breathe hisitife us and allow
him to do the impossible in our lives. All we ndeddo to gain God'’s



salvation is to turn to Christ in faith believinghis death and
resurrection and acknowledge him as Our Lord andtéta But we
do need to do that to benefit from the free parfdom sin Christ won
for us on the cross, so if there’s anyone here mdsonever turned to
Christ in faith then | urge you, | implore you,do that right here
right now this morning. Just as Ezekiel’s tellfiogth God’s words
brought the dry bones back to life, so the goahgfpreaching this
morning is to enable God to raise the dead to life.



