JESUSAND MARY
John 20:10-18

In the first nine verses of chapter 20 of his ghspeEhn tells us about
the discovery of the empty tomb and Jesus’ restiorec Giles gave
us a talk on that last week for Easter Sundayouhreading today the
focus shifts from the empty tomb to Mary. So, &sstudy this
passage together, the relevant verses will bealisglon the screen,
or you can find the main passage on page [***]ra thurch Bibles.

Let’s start by looking at verses 10-12:

“Then the disciples went back to their homes, batWwstood outside
the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to latkthe tomb and
saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ badybken, one at
the head and the other at the foot.” (verses 10-12)

After seeing the empty tomb the disciples returthear homes, but
Mary remains behind. There’s no mention of othemen, so she’s
alone by the tomb after the others have left. Sivegieping (verse
11). The loss of Jesus’ body is the final indignihe last straw;
even her mourning for Jesus is violated. It’simartd to imagine the
enormous emotional strain which the last few daad pplaced on
Mary, not least the anguish of having looked o@alvary. Her tears
were more than understandable.

Mary decides to look once more into the tomb, altioa few
moments ago there was nothing but abandoned giailees (verses

6 and 7). So, looking again into the tomb she sgesangelic
figures,seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at thedrehthe
other at the foofverse 12). The place of Jesus’ death was between
two thieves, the place of his burial was betweem &awgels. Here
John is making it clear that the empty tomb isthetresult of grave
robbers or any other natural happening — God has aework.

The angels ask her about her tears, look at vé&se 1



“They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "Thaye taken
my Lord away," she said, "and | don’t know where\tihave put
him."” (verse 13)

From the angels heavenly perspective nothing iroat of place
than tears at the empty tomb of Jesus. If theoaésplace in space
and one moment in time when tears are least apptepit is at the
empty tomb of Jesus on Easter morning! Mary repleat concern at
the disappearance ofy Lord It's significant that her emotions and
her devotion prevent her referring to a ‘body’.uess still ‘her Lord’.

Before Mary has time to reflect on the significant¢he angels she
becomes aware of another presence behind heratogkse 14

“At this, she turned round and saw Jesus stantiegef but she did
not realise that it was Jesus.” (verse 14)

A man is standing there. It's Jesus, but Mary dibdesnognise him.
Mary would hardly have expected to see Jesus atitleat moment,
but her initial failure to identify him fits in weWith the records of
Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances generallyexémple when he
appeared initially unrecognised to the disciplesh@nbeach in
Galilee (John 21:4) or unrecognized for hours wihemppeared to
two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:18)is failure to
recognize the risen Jesus immediately is not ssingi Jesus has not
just been resuscitated, like Lazarus. He has gdkseugh death and
Is now part of a new order of existence in theyglfrthe Father’s
presence. He's inhabiting a new resurrection prdpably like the
bodies we shall receive at Jesus’ second comitg. farm in which
Jesus appeared to Mary and to the disciples amisottas connected
and yet disconnected from his former self. Acaogtii, his
appearing ‘different’ in some indefinable sensensrely what we
ought to expect. Do we fail to recognize Jesusnwteknocks on the
door of our hearts?

Mary actually initially mistakes Jesus for the gardr looking after
the garden in which his tomb is set — look at véise

“Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who isduyare looking
for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, #BSpQu have carried



him away, tell me where you have put him, and | g&t him."”
(verse 15)

Again there is a question concerning her distdd&sman,... why are
you crying? Mary isn’'t yet conscious of the unsuitabilitfyheer
tears. Jesus adds a further questgho is it you are looking for?
There is perhaps an implied challenge in JesustdsvoMary’s
problem, in common with all the disciples, was thlag¢ didn’'t have a
large enough view of Jesus; she is searching ¢orase instead of
seeking a victorious Lord; although | think it'ddbtly fair to ask,
would we have acted any differently?

Still under the assumption that Jesus is the garddfary asks if he
Is responsible for the disappearance of Jesustiiertomb. The
irony here is that in the profoundest sense Jestigioly was
responsible for the disappearance of his bodyopafih not at all in
the manner Mary was thinking of. If Jesus’ bodd baen moved, it
would probably have been difficult for Mary to cartr unaided, but
in her grief stricken state she wasn'’t thinkingitadjy.

Then comes the moment of recognition, and it isibialy told —
look at verse 16:

“Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned towards mai cried out in
Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).” (vet6e

One word uttered by Jesus remakes Mary’s worldciiaahges her life
for ever after, and that word was her own name fyMahis is a
really memorable confirmation of the personal natfr Christ’s
dealings with his people. Mary responds in easjai, Rabboni
(‘My own dear teacher!’). As John said back imgter 10 Jesus
calls his own sheep by name ..... (John 10:3). nkiiodd’s
comment is especially appropriate: “There is somgtindefinably
first-hand about it ... there is nothing quite likéni the gospels. Is
there anything quite like it in all of ancient hiagure?”

Jesus gently disengages himself from Mary — lookeate 17:

“Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for | haveywitreturned to the
Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell therapilreturning to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God@vEtse 17)



It's not quite clear what Jesus is saying hereh#jss he means: ‘The
time of my final return to the Father (after whigbu will not see me
again) has not yet come; this will not be my omp@arance to you
and the others, so you don’t need to cling on tamthough you will
never see me again.’

But | think Jesus is saying that from now on, alitpo the resurrection
appearances are a special exception, Jesus i3 betknown by
means of touch, by his physical presence, as hawl the case. The
resurrection, and the ascension which is to complyi a new kind of
relationship with Jesus, to be shared with allidiss in every age
and place. A relationship of faith-union with Gtrihrough the Holy
Spirit sent by the ascending Christ — as Jesuaumlohck in chapter
14 of John’s gospel (John 14:18-26).

Jesus further tells Mary to take the glad newsi®fiking to the other
disciples. His use of the wordsteadhere, seems to imply a concern
that Mary should not go on and on clinging to Jess privately
enjoying the blessing of it when there was a groiproken disciples
no great distance away who had as much need dmdasgMary to
know of Jesus’ resurrection. | think that has punid implications

for us today. We shouldn’t just be sitting in alble holding on to
Jesus’ presence. Rather we need to go out inteahe to share the
good news of the risen Christ with broken, needrisewvho have just
as valid a claim to know of him as we do.

The implications of Jesus’ message to the discplesawesome. Itis
a word of victory. Jesus has conquered death.kifelives and
continues in his reign. The initiative has beeemwehed from the
hands of the high priest Caiaphas and the Romaargor Pontius
Pilate. Ascension and the assumption of authotitheaFather’s right
hand now lie before Jesus. Let the disciplescejoiet all of us here
today rejoice too!

The message Mary is given to convey is also a rgessancerning
amazing privilegemy Father and your Father,... to my God and your
God(verse 17). Whereas Jesus’ relationship to thiecFdad



previously been ‘holy ground’ that the disciplegyhtinot tread upon
or even approach, his death and resurrection, wascbknsion will
ratify even further, open up for us a new relatiopsvith the Holy
One. God the Father is now atbeir ‘holy Father’, he’s father to the
disciples and he’s our Father too.

Although the relationship between Jesus and thieelFatould remain
for ever unique, in a new sense that special cononuretween the
living God and a man in the flesh, previously th&egpreserve of
Jesus, is thrown open also to the disciples andg &s well.

Like a good missionary, Mary acts on the Lord’s awand and tells
the good news to the disciples: look at verse 18:

“Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the neWwhave seen
the Lord!" And she told them that he had said ttlies®ys to her.”
(verse 18)

Mary’s message to the disciples is illuminated by édwn radiant
testimony,| have seen the LordiWhen we share Jesus with others
let’s illuminate his gospel message with the lighbur own
testimony as well.

So what have we learned about Jesus and his resonréoday.
Firstly we can see that the resurrection was ahisdrical event.
The stories including our reading today are fulegéwitness details
that speak loudly of real historical events. Thet/ tomb and the
post resurrection appearances of Jesus — of whetlrewead about
the appearance to Mary — transformed the discipbes craven
cowards who ran away at Jesus’ arrest and densédhy ever knew
him into lions who preached the gospel throughbetknown world
and risked arrest, beatings, floggings and evethdedmost all of
the disciples eventually died violent deaths fairtfaith. Jesus’
family who’d thought Jesus mad before the cruasixand
resurrection also became firm believers. | belieothing could have
caused this transformation other than the reafith® resurrection.
Professor Charlie Moule, the famous New Testantedlogian once
said:

“The birth and rapid rise of the Christian Churchemains an



unsolved enigma for any historian who refuseske &eriously the
one and only possible explanation to be offeredhe
resurrection.".................... The truth of the Resurrentignited
the early Church.”

Our Christian faith is the only major religion tade itself in
historical reality — the knowledge that Jesus wWiae @and walked on
this earth, that he was crucified, and that he fasa the dead and
ascended to the Father — all on particular dayssitory nearly 2,000
years ago.

Secondly, we can see that the resurrectiqersonalin its
implication. A main emphasis of John’s presentatbEaster is the
life-transforming appearance of Jesus to Mary [eetid tomb.
Christ’s rising generated a new and personal desgoef Jesus for
Mary, it transformed her life and it needs to ceeasimilar
experience and a similar transformation for us tAbthe time Mary
was weeping, a burdened woman because she besbedtad lost
someone she loved dearly. Somehow the hopes wWagis had built
within her had not been realized.

But Christ was there for her, and his coming waslianishing of her
feelings of sadness and feelings of betrayal. Wihele point of the
resurrection at this level is that we can meetdéstay. Of course,
we can’'t meet Jesus precisely in Mary’s tangibtengg but we can
meet Jesus in a very real way through the Spidt@nfaith. And the
encounter can be no less life-changing. Triumpbaat death, Jesus
is alive for ever and so he’s still here with ugsus still comes to
transform broken, sorrowing and fearful lives wthle sheer
uninhibited gladness of discovering him, alive anth us.

Thirdly we can see that the resurrectionnsversal It's for

everyone. Our reading today ended with Mary seshare the good
news of the resurrection with others. Here Jolanigipating the
great commission which the risen Lord would giveMary’s words
for ‘I have seen the Lordmust lead to ‘Go and make disciples of all
nations’ (Matthew 28:19).



Also Jesus says to the disciples in verse 21.:
“Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Fdths sent me, |
am sending you." (verse 21)

The resurrection is the vindication of the life atehth of Jesus as the
one in whom God, in person, God in the flesh, edteur world so
that salvation might be won for every tribe andgle@nd nation.
Easter is a gospel message, and it belongs todHd!w

So let’s all go out and tell the world about treen Christ, this day
and every day.



