JESUS AND THE UNSEEN WORLD
Mark 1:21-28

In this section of his Gospel Mark introduces ua &eries of events
which demonstrate the nature of Jesus' ministnyr r€ading today,
telling us of the healing of a demon possessedimtre synagogue,
bears all the hallmarks of an original reminiscetude without
embellishment, because this is the way it actuadlypened. So as we
study this passage together you can find the neainoin page [***]

of the church bibles and all the scriptural refeesnwill be displayed
on the screen behind me.

Our reading marks the beginning of a section atheay about Jesus
where we learn about who Jesus is from what he. dulesk just fits
together a number of incidents with little or natedal comment,
he's letting the events speak for themselves. Jdniscular story
demonstrates to us the authority of Jesus by slpwirat happens
when a man afflicted by an unclean spirit meetg#rson who had a
unique anointing with God's spirit — Jesus.

Let's begin our study by looking at verse 21.:

“They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath c3eses went
into the synagogue and began to teach.” (verse 21)

Mark doesn't say anything about time elapsing betvtbe events of
verses 16-20 and this new story, but there must baen a gap,
because the events of verses 16-20 couldn't h&ea fdace on a
Sabbath as they involve fishermen pursuing theimaboccupation
of fishing which would have been prohibited on &l&#th. These
new events take place in Capernaum where Jesuspadently gone
to live after leaving Nazareth (Matthew 4:13; 9:1}e don't know
exactly why Jesus moved from Nazareth to Capernaithqugh we
can easily see a number of possible reasons. pXithaas because
his first converts apparently lived in Capernaunhecause
Capernaum was so well situated for ministry in [Bali- lying
adjacent to the main trade route for the areaytaéMaris. Yet
another possible reason is that Capernaum is @sadistant as one



can be in Galilee from the major Hellenestic citespecially Tiberias
the capital of Herod Antipas, indeed it lies neathte border of the
territory of Phillip and it was the site of a teliation. This
remoteness would have helped protect Jesus frarfenénce from
political and religious leaders until his time haame.

Mark tells us that Jesus entered the synagoguleeo8adbbath,
apparently accompanied by Simon, Andrew, Jameslahd who had
recently become followers (verses 16-20) and bégamach. | think
the fact that even Jesus went to the synagogseueibomething. If
Jesus needed to honour God with his presence sytiegogue on
the Sabbath, then we certainly need to be in chomc8unday.

Synagogues were places where people gathered ¢ogeatt the
Torah was read and explained. No animal sacriticek place in
synagogues, sacrifices were only made at the tem@lierusalem.
Teaching in synagogues was carried out by memliehe daity
rather than the synagogue ruler and on this occas&re told that
Jesus assumed the teaching role. It was a commaotige for
visiting teachers to be invited to read the Scriptand to speak, a
custom from which Paul as well as Jesus benefitedt Jesus was
invited to speak probably indicates he had alrezsdgiblished a
reputation as a teacher and so this episode waslplsonot the first
event in his ministry. Generally, Jesus was retzsghas a teacher
even by his opponents (Mark 12:19), although tieer® evidence
that he had ever received any formal training. &ely he was not a
typical rabbi.

Moving on to verse 22:

“The people were amazed at his teaching, becausaught them as
one who had authority, not as the teachers ofalwe’ [(verse 22)
Mark doesn't speak of the content of Jesus' tegcho doubt that
was superb, but that is not Mark's emphasis, wisicim the authority
of the teaching and not its content. Mark gengmathphasises the
authority of Jesus' teaching rather than its cdntdasus almost
always filled people with a sense of awe and wolhgaerhat he said
and did. His very presence announced the kingdoBod. The



authority of Jesus' teaching was unique becauses'Jasthority was
unique. Jesus didn't teaabout God's word, he preached God's word,
indeed havas God's word. Jesus' authority was a sovereigrnoaitith
which permitted neither debate nor theoreticakion. Jesus'
authority surpassed that of the scribes and teadi¢he Law

because the person of Jesus surpasses thema@ihfionted his
hearers with the absolute claim of God upon théiole persons and

it continues to confront all of us here today wvitiat same claim. Our
God demands absolute allegiance from our wholegseiinom all that
we are and can ever be.

Now we come to the main part of this story in vergda and 24
“Just then a man in their synagogue who was posgdssan evil
spirit cried out, "What do you want with us, Jestidlazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? | know who you are—the Hue of
God!"” (verses 23-24)

Within the synagogue was a man possessed by agpavil He was
damaged to the extent that the evil spirit hadnakeer the centre of
his self and now spoke through him. Perhaps youedering what
a man possessed by an evil spirit was doing imagygue. Well the
devil believes in God too. As A W Towzer said: Elthevil is a better
theologian than any of us and is a devil stillheTdevil knows about
God but he doesn't worship him as God and the deeitn't mind if
we go to church so long as our worship is falsestwgp. We must
worship God in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).

Returning to the man possessed by an evil spiethave to
acknowledge that as difficult as the concept ofdbmonic is for
most people today, it can't just be swept undecénpet by claiming
that it's a primitive explanation for various kinofsphysical and
psychological illness. That simply doesn't fitwith the scriptural
material. We have to acknowledge the reality ofiaseen spiritual
world which contains evil or demonic powers andgsias well as
good powers and beings, such as angels. It'shateve do seem to
experience less demonic possession today thanageofan
scripture, but an explanation for this may be thate is less evidence
of the demonic today because Jesus won a decaifieugh as yet



uncompleted, victory over the demonic through hisistry and most
especially on the cross.

Returning to our verses, the evil spirit sensetth@very presence of
Jesus a threat to its existence and the evil 'spiny of terror in verse
24 is full of language of defence and resistaridee evil spirit knows
that Jesus of Nazareth is God's son — the Holydd@God, but this
spirit is not acknowledging him as Lord, it's trgito resist him —in
those times the speaking of the name of an oppamenbelieved to
grant one a degree of mastery over that opportaut, the evil spirit
understands much more clearly than the peoplesisyhagogue the
mission and authority of Jesus and the decisivafsgsgnce of his
presence and Mark will go on to remind us of tMsuk 3:11, 5:7).
Jesus' presence implies judgement and destructralfthe demonic
powers who shall be destroyed by Jesus, but itiadpbes a
judgement for all the people present as well. Heredemons
become the second party in Mark’s presentatioresfid, following
the voice from heaven at Jesus' baptism (1:1Bntmwunce Jesus’
divine Sonship. In Mark's gospel it would not milthe crucifixion
that a human voice would finally acknowledge Jemsuthe Son of
God, and that voice would be that of a Roman ceritand not that
of one of the disciples (Mark 15:39). Of coursere are other
acknowledgement of Jesus as the Son of God recaordbd other
gospel accounts.

Much more impressive than Jesus' authority ascnézas his
mastery in the supernatural realm — look at ve?8eand 26:

“‘Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of hinfitie evil spirit
shook the man violently and came out of him widhaek.” (verses
25-26)

The breaking in of God’s kingdom in Jesus firstihegaccording to
Mark, not in the human arena but in the cosmicaranorder to bind
the devil, the “strong man” (3:27) who exercisewpobover the
natural order. Jesus first tells the demon taldet' which is a
prominent theme in Mark and the first intimationJesus' wish to
keep his identity hidden from the public. Gilegaduced us to the



idea of the so called "Messianic Secret" and iggdrtance in Mark's
gospel last week. Jesus kept on performing amaniragcles and
people kept testifying to this (1:45; 7:24, 36),iefhwere strong
evidence that hevas the Messiah. But Jesus wouldn't allow his true
identity to be publicly proclaimed until his timadhcome, until it was
time for him to face the cross.

Here Jesus is demonstrating his absolute authmréy the spiritual
world and its demonic powers — Jesus just utteossfwort phrases
"Be quiet" and "come out of him" and his will isrd® Jesus' words
had the power to bring healing into the life of t@mon possessed
man and they have the power to bring healing intdiges as well.
The silencing and casting out of the demon wassped of the
conflict between Jesus and Satan as | said a moagerdnd this
conflict between Jesus and the demonic is anothgontant aspect of
Mark's gospel. Part of the reason for the incaonatf Jesus was to
triumph over the dark spiritual powers ruling otas fallen world
and Mark is setting the scene for this right atlibginning of his
gospel.

In verses 27 and 28 the exorcism ends in amazement:

“The people were all so amazed that they asked ethen, "What is
this? A new teaching—and with authority! He evewegiorders to
evil spirits and they obey him." News about himesar quickly over
the whole region of Galilee.” (verses 27-28)

All those present were completely amazed, indeed3ifeek implies
that they were completely astounded or astonishéidam Barclay
says they were 'thunderstruck'. The impressialesiis' authority not
only struck deeply into these people, but it ajsieead quickly over
the whole region of Galilee. | think that the thent was generalized
in their thinking from the single instance they dabserved to the
repeated instances they sense intuitively will falleee. They do not
fully understand who Jesus is or what his presemeans, but they
cannot evade the impression of having been corddolny one
invested with power to which there was nothing camaple in their
experience. Here was a teaching completely newdratithority with
which it laid hold of those who heard it.



Of course, Jesus' teaching was not just for thefitesf those who
heard him in the synagogue, but for all mankindni@&rly, Jesus'
defeat of demonic powers is not just for the baradfthe man in the
synagogue that Jesus set free, it's for all pemydeywhere. This
exorcism by Jesus is astonishing not as a disgldgsus’ power and
grandeur but as an indication of his power of regleyn for captives
— it foreshadows the greater redemption that Jesud bring to us
all through his sacrifice on the cross. Jesusstoamed the life of the
man from whom he cast out an evil spirit and hetcamsform our
lives too.

So, those who heard Jesus for the first time n€a@f0 years ago
were astonished. You've all heard Jesus' teachutigyhat about
you? Are you astonished by his teaching, by higstya and power
and his authority over all things? Even the dekew who Jesus
was and had to submit to his authority. But whettid you. Do you
believe that Jesus is the Son of God? Will younstuto his power
and authority and bow the knee and acknowledgesCésiyour Lord
and Master? As | said at the beginning Christ deteaur absolute
allegiance, the allegiance of our whole beingslthat we are or
can ever be. Let's renew our allegiance to hisyitorning or if
you've never given Christ your allegiance thengeuyou to do that
right here and right now.

Let's just close with a few words of prayer. Fatihés morning we
acknowledge the power, majesty and authority of \@an Jesus
Christ. We humbly bow our knees before him anchaekedge and
accept him as our Lord and Master with absolutbaity over all
things both material and spiritual. We give hint absolute
allegiance and offer him our whole beings, all thhatare or can ever
be. We turn to him in faith in his saving powedahank you and
him from the bottom of our hearts and minds forghbration he has
brought to all mankind through his death on thesgran Jesus' name
we pray Amen.



