GOD BRINGS THE GENTILES INTO A
COVENANT RELATIONSHIP WITH
HIM



COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

50d selected one man — Abraham — and made a covenant
vith him and his descendants; as Genesis chapter 15 tells u:
vhereby the descendants of Abraham would be established
e land of Israel and would enjoy a special relationship with
>0d.



COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

50d’s covenant with Abraham was unilateral, that Is, it was &
romise made by God, which did not require Abraham to do
nything to benefit from It.

‘0 make this absolutely clear, God put Abraham to sleep
/hilst this covenant was made, as we see In Genesis 15:12.

“As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and
dreadful darkness came over him.” (Genesis 15:12 NIV)



COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

Ircumcision was a sign of the covenant not a condition of it.



COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

Jut, this unilateral covenant with Abraham, was supplemente
Yy a bilateral conditional covenant with the descendants of

\braham, when God made a new and further covenant with
e descendants of Abraham, as we learn from Exodus 19:3-



COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

his further covenant was a conditional covenant (unlike the
ovenant made with Abraham and his descendents) which
equired the Israelites to obey the laws which God had given
1em at Mount Sinal — and which the Israelites had agreed tc
bey (Exodus 19:8).

“The people all responded together, "We will do everything the LORD has
said." So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.” (Exodus 19:8 NIV)



COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

Isten to what the prophet Jeremiah says:

[his is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: "Listen to the terms of tt
ovenant and tell them to the people of Judah and to those who live in Jerusalen
ell them that this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Cursed is the man
'ho does not obey the terms of this covenant— the terms | commanded your
yrefathers when | brought them out of Egypt, out of the iron-smelting furnace.’ |
aid, ‘Obey me and do everything | command you, and you will be my people, an
will be your God. Then | will fulfil the oath | swore to your forefathers, to give the
land flowing with milk and honey’'—the land you possess today." | answered,
Amen, LORD." The LORD said to me, "Proclaim all these words in the towns of
udah and in the streets of Jerusalem: ‘Listen to the terms of this covenant and
llow them. From the time | brought your forefathers up from Egypt until today, |
arned them again and again, saying, "Obey me." But they did not listen or pay
ttention; instead, they followed the stubbornness of their evil hearts. So | brougl
n them all the curses of the covenant | had commanded them to follow but that
ey did not keep.™” (Jeremiah 11:1-8 NIV)
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

>0d made a new unilateral covenant, not just with the Jewisl
eople, but with the whole of humankind:

After taking the cup, [Jesus] gave thanks and said, "Take thi
nd divide it among you. For | tell you | will not drink again of
ne fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." And he
0ok bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them,
aying, "This is my body given for you; do this In
emembrance of me." In the same way, after the supper he
Dok the cup, saying, "This cup Is the new covenant in my
lood, which Is poured out for you.” (Luke 22:17-20 NIV)



COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

“hrist was crucified and bore in his body all the sins that hav
een and will be committed by mankind.

{e who was sinless was made sin for us.

le paid the penalty for our sins — which was death — in order
1at we would not be condemned for our sins, but rather be
Istified before God and reconciled to HIm.



COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

00k at verses 11-12:

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by
irth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselve
the circumcision” (that done in the body by the hands of
nen)— remember that at that time you were separate from
hrist, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to
ne covenants of the promise, without hope and without God
1 the world.” (Ephesians 2:11-12 NIV)
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

‘he pious Jew was ever conscious of the privileges which he
ad Inherited: daily he thanked God that he had not been
nade a Gentile, because God had revealed himself to the
ews in a unigque way.

Isten to what Psalm 147 says:

He has done this for no other nation; they do not know his
aws. Praise the LORD.” (Psalm 147:20 NIV)
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

‘he external sign of the Jews’ special relationship with God
vas circumcision, the seal of the covenant which God had
nade with their ancestor Abraham (see Genesis 17:9-14).
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

-or the Jews the ‘uncircumcission’ of the Gentiles was a sigr
f their estrangement from God, but Paul had now leaned th:
hysical circumcision in the flesh was irrelevant; indeed he
iIsmissed it as ‘a mutilation’ (Philippians 3:2).

Vhat was relevant was a circumcision (or cleansing) of the
eart.

“Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the
flesh.” (Philippians 3:2 NIV)
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

ook at verses 13-18 of our reading:

But now In Christ Jesus you who once were far away have beer
rought near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our
eace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier
1e dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with
s commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create Ir
imself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in
1S one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross
y which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached
eace to you who were far away and peace to those who were
ear. For through him we both have access to the Father by one
pirit.” (Ephesians 2:13-18 NIV) 1



COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

‘he new situation “in Christ Jesus” has changed everything.

>entiles, who were previously “far away” have now been
prought near” through Christ’s blood because the new
ovenant in Christ’s blood Is universal.

’s for all mankind, for anyone and everyone who turns to
hrist in faith acknowledging him as their Lord and Master.
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

jowever, it IS not the law as a revelation of the character anc
vill of God that has been done away with in Christ.

1 that sense of the term the question and answer of Romans
.31 remain valid:

Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! O
ne contrary, we uphold the law.”
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

he law as a written code, threatening death instead of
mparting life, is done away with in Christ, as Paul explains ir
Corinthians 3:6—15.

Vhen the law In that sense Is done away with, the barrier
etween Jews and Gentiles Is removed; Jewish particularisi
Nnd Gentile exclusion are things of the past.
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

et’'s move on and look at verses 19 - 22 of our reading:

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but
2llow-citizens with God’s people and members of God’s
ousehold, built on the foundation of the apostles and
rophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.
1 him the whole building is joined together and rises to
ecome a holy temple in the Lord. And In him you too are
eing built together to become a dwelling in which God lives
Yy his Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:19-22 NIV)
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

\gainst this apparent demotion of Gentile Christians Paul
rotested vigorously at Antioch (Galatians 2:11-14), and it Is
aul’s attitude that finds uncompromising expression here.

sentile Christians are not adherents or visitors or second-rat
Itizens In the believing community; they are full members.
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

‘he new community, God’s fellowship of reconciliation,
-anscends all distinctions of race, status, and sex.

roperly oriented to the one cornerstone, based on the
oundation of the apostles and prophets, Gentile Christians,
long with their fellow-believers of Jewish birth, belonged
qually to God’s holy house.
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COVENANT WITH THE GENTILES

Vell it's perfectly clear that we must respect and fully accept
Il Christian believers — male and female, rich and poor, blac
nd white into our church community.

Ve must befriend them and make them all equal parts of our
hurch and build them into the structure of God’s kingdom
ere In this place, just as Paul urged the bringing in of Jews
nd Gentiles together in the first century AD.
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