Bible passages for study on JOY
1 Chronicles 29:1-20

Then King David said to the whole assembly: ‘My son Solomon, the one whom God has chosen, is
young and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man but for
the LORD God. 2With all my resources | have provided for the temple of my God — gold for the gold
work, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron and wood for the wood, as well as
onyx for the settings, turquoise, stones of various colours, and all kinds of fine stone and marble —all
of these in large quantities. * Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God | now give my
personal treasures of gold and silver for the temple of my God, over and above everything | have
provided for this holy temple: *three thousand talents of gold (gold of Ophir) and seven thousand
talents of refined silver, for the overlaying of the walls of the buildings, ° for the gold work and the
silver work, and for all the work to be done by the craftsmen. Now, who is willing to consecrate
themselves to the LORD today?’

®Then the leaders of families, the officers of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of thousands and
commanders of hundreds, and the officials in charge of the king’s work gave willingly. ” They gave
towards the work on the temple of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten
thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of bronze and a hundred thousand talents of
iron. ® Anyone who had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the temple of the LORD in the
custody of Jehiel the Gershonite. > The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for
they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly.

David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying,

‘Praise be to you, LORD,
the God of our father Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting.

Yyours, LORD, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty and the splendour,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.

Yours, LORD, is the kingdom;
you are exalted as head over all.

2\Wealth and honour come from you;
you are the ruler of all things.

In your hands are strength and power
to exalt and give strength to all.

3 Now, our God, we give you thanks,
and praise your glorious name.

%“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?
Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. ** We are
foreigners and strangers in your sight, as were all our ancestors. Our days on earth are like a shadow,
without hope. *® LoRD our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple
for your Holy Name comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. *’ | know, my God, that you
test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things | have given willingly and with honest

intent. And now | have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to
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you. '8 orD, the God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep these desires and thoughts in
the hearts of your people for ever, and keep their hearts loyal to you. ** And give my son Solomon
the wholehearted devotion to keep your commands, statutes and decrees and to do everything to

build the palatial structure for which | have provided.’

2 Then David said to the whole assembly, ‘Praise the LORD your God.” So they all praised the LORD,

the God of their fathers; they bowed down, prostrating themselves before the LORD and the king.

Luke 10:17-24

Y The seventy-two returned with joy and said, ‘Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.’

®He replied, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. * I have given you authority to trample on
snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm
you. 2 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are

written in heaven.’

2L At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little

children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.

24|l things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the
Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to

reveal him.’

2 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you
see. 2 For | tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and

to hear what you hear but did not hear it.’

John 16:19-24

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, ‘Are you asking one another
what | meant when | said, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you

will see me”? %°

Very truly | tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will
grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 2! A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has
come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into
the world. 2 So with you: now is your time of grief, but | will see you again and you will rejoice, and
no one will take away your joy. 2 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you,
my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 2* Until now you have not asked for anything

in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.
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Romans 8:31-39

3 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? **He
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all — how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things? ** Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is
God who justifies. ** Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died — more
than that, who was raised to life — is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. ** Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or

nakedness or danger or sword? * As it is written:

‘For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’

¥ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. *For | am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers, > neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate

us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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