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JOSHUA 
 
There are 205 references to Joshua in the Bible, so we can't look at them all. 
 
We first hear of Joshua shortly after the exodus when Moses sends him to fight the 
Amelakites: 
“Moses said to Joshua, "Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. 
Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands." So Joshua fought 
the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. 
As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his 
hands, the Amalekites were winning. When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and 
put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up— one on one side, one on 
the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite 
army with the sword. Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this on a scroll as something to 
be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the 
memory of Amalek from under heaven." Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is my 
Banner.” (Ex 17:9-15 NIV) 
 
He was clealrly well regarded by both God and the Israelites went to meet God with Moses 
on Mt Sinai 
“The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give 
you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction." 
Then Moses set out with Joshua his assistant, and Moses went up on the mountain of God.” 
(Ex 24:12-13 NIV) 
 
He came down the mountain with Moses to confront the incident of the making of the golden 
calf: 
“Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his 
hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. The tablets were the work of God; 
the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. When Joshua heard the noise of 
the people shouting, he said to Moses, "There is the sound of war in the camp." Moses 
replied: "It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat; it is the sound of singing 
that I hear."” (Ex 32:15-18 NIV) 
 
He was Moses' assistant but didn't go with Moses to meet the Lord in the tent of meeting: 
“Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all 
stood and worshipped, each at the entrance to his tent. The LORD would speak to Moses face 
to face, as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young 
assistant Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.” (Ex 33:10-11 NIV) 
 
He was very loyal to Moses: 
“A young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp." Joshua 
son of Nun, who had been Moses’ assistant since youth, spoke up and said, "Moses, my lord, 
stop them!" But Moses replied, "Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD’s 
people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!"” (Nu 11:27-29 NIV) 
 
Joshua was amongst the Israelites sent to spy out the Promised Land and he and Caleb were 
the only ones who brought back favorable reports, so tey were the only ones allowed to enter 
the Promised Land: 
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“The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: "How long will this wicked community grumble 
against me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. So tell them, ‘As 
surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will do to you the very things I heard you say: In this 
desert your bodies will fall—every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in 
the census and who has grumbled against me. Not one of you will enter the land I swore with 
uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun.” 
(Nu 14:26-30 NIV) 
 
Joshua was appointed as the leader of the Israelites to be Moses' successor: 
“Moses said to the LORD, "May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a 
man over this community to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and 
bring them in, so that the LORD’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd." So the 
LORD said to Moses, "Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your 
hand on him. Make him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and 
commission him in their presence.” (Nu 27:15-19 NIV) 
 
Joshua was one of the leaders appointed by God to assign the tribes their inheritance in the 
Promised Land: 
“The LORD said to Moses, "These are the names of the men who are to assign the land for 
you as an inheritance: Eleazar the priest and Joshua son of Nun. And appoint one leader from 
each tribe to help assign the land.” (Nu 34:16-18 NIV) 
 
The Lord commissioned Joshua to lead the Israelites in their conquest of the Promised Land: 
“The LORD said to Moses, "Now the day of your death is near. Call Joshua and present yourselves at 
the Tent of Meeting, where I will commission him." So Moses and Joshua came and presented 
themselves at the Tent of Meeting. Then the LORD appeared at the Tent in a pillar of cloud, and the 
cloud stood over the entrance to the Tent. And the LORD said to Moses: "You are going to rest with 
your fathers, and these people will soon prostitute themselves to the foreign gods of the land they are 
entering. They will forsake me and break the covenant I made with them. On that day I will become 
angry with them and forsake them; I will hide my face from them, and they will be destroyed. Many 
disasters and difficulties will come upon them, and on that day they will ask, ‘Have not these disasters 
come upon us because our God is not with us?’ And I will certainly hide my face on that day because 
of all their wickedness in turning to other gods. "Now write down for yourselves this song and teach it 
to the Israelites and make them sing it, so that it may be a witness for me against them. When I have 
brought them into the land flowing with milk and honey, the land I promised on oath to their 
forefathers, and when they eat their fill and thrive, they will turn to other gods and worship them, 
rejecting me and breaking my covenant. And when many disasters and difficulties come upon them, 
this song will testify against them, because it will not be forgotten by their descendants. I know what 
they are disposed to do, even before I bring them into the land I promised them on oath." So Moses 
wrote down this song that day and taught it to the Israelites. The LORD gave this command to Joshua 
son of Nun: "Be strong and courageous, for you will bring the Israelites into the land I promised them 
on oath, and I myself will be with you." After Moses finished writing in a book the words of this law 
from beginning to end,” (De 31:14-24 NIV) 
 
Moses also laid hands on Joshua and caused him to filled with the Holy Spirit: 
“Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his 
hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded 
Moses.” (De 34:9 NIV) 
 
Once Moses was dead the Lord commanded Joshua to cross the Jordan river and begin the 
conquest of the Promised Land telling him to be corageous and keep the Law and promising 
to be with them – God knew this was really a big step: 
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“After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ 
assistant: "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the 
Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. I will give you every place 
where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, 
and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country— to the Great Sea on the west. No-one 
will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 
people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be 
careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, 
that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your 
mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then 
you will be prosperous and successful.” (Jos 1:1-8 NIV) 
 
So Joshua organised the people and they promised to follow him: 
“So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: "Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get 
your supplies ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take 
possession of the land the LORD your God is giving you for your own.’" But to the 
Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, "Remember the 
command that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you: ‘The LORD your God is giving you 
rest and has granted you this land.’ Your wives, your children and your livestock may stay in 
the land that Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, fully armed, must 
cross over ahead of your brothers. You are to help your brothers until the LORD gives them 
rest, as he has done for you, and until they too have taken possession of the land that the 
LORD your God is giving them. After that, you may go back and occupy your own land, 
which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you east of the Jordan towards the sunrise." Then 
they answered Joshua, "Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you 
send us we will go.” (Jos 1:10-16 NIV) 
 
Like Moses Joshua sent spies into the Promised Land: 
“Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. "Go, look over the land," he said, 
"especially Jericho." So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed 
there.” (Jos 2:1 NIV) 
 
This time the spies brought back favourable reports: 
“Then the two men started back. They went down out of the hills, forded the river and came to Joshua 
son of Nun and told him everything that had happened to them. They said to Joshua, "The LORD has 
surely given the whole land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us."” (Jos 
2:23-24 NIV) 
 
Joshua told the people that they would be able to cross over the Jordan because God would cause the 
waters of the river to be held back – just as he'd done with the Red Sea in the Exodus – but this time 
using the Ark of the Covenant: 
“Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God. This is how 
you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. See, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. Now then, choose twelve 
men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the 
LORD— the Lord of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut 
off and stand up in a heap."” (Jos 3:9-13 NIV) 
 
God was now in frequent direct communication with Joshua as he had been with Moses and told 
Joshua to set up a memorial of this miraculous crossing: 
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“When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, "Choose twelve 
men from among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve stones from the 
middle of the Jordan from right where the priests stood and to carry them over with you and put them 
down at the place where you stay tonight." So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed 
from the Israelites, one from each tribe, and said to them, "Go over before the ark of the LORD your 
God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the Israelites, to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children 
ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. 
These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel for ever."” (Jos 4:1-7 NIV) 
 
God exalted Joshua before the Israelites: 
“That day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they revered him all the days of his 
life, just as they had revered Moses.” (Jos 4:14 NIV) 
 
The main city standing in the Israelites path after they crossed the Jordan was Jericho and God told 
Joshua that he would conquer it and told him how to do so: 
“Then the LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king 
and its fighting men. March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Make 
seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the 
city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound a long blast on the 
trumpets, make all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people 
will go up, every man straight in."” (Jos 6:2-5 NIV) 
 
Joshua obeyed, followed God's instructions, and conquered Jericho  
 
Joshua told his men not to take any plunder from the city: 
“But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by 
taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble 
on it. All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go 
into his treasury."” (Jos 6:18-19 NIV) 
 
But, one man disobeyed God's commandment and this led to military defeat for the Israelites at Ai: 
“But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Carmi, the son of 
Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So the LORD’s anger burned 
against Israel. Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east of 
Bethel, and told them, "Go up and spy out the region." So the men went up and spied out Ai. When 
they returned to Joshua, they said, "Not all the people will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three 
thousand men to take it and do not weary all the people, for only a few men are there." So about three 
thousand men went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, who killed about thirty-six of them. 
They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the 
slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted and became like water.” (Jos 7:1-5 NIV) 
 
Joshua reacted by turning to God and God told him what had happened and what to do: 
“Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell face down to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining 
there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. And Joshua 
said, "Ah, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into 
the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side of the 
Jordan! O Lord, what can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? The Canaanites and 
the other people of the country will hear about this and they will surround us and wipe out our name 
from the earth. What then will you do for your own great name?" The LORD said to Joshua, "Stand 
up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which 
I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have 
lied, they have put them with their own possessions. That is why the Israelites cannot stand against 
their enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will 
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not be with you any more unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. "Go, 
consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for this is what 
the LORD, the God of Israel, says: That which is devoted is among you, O Israel. You cannot stand 
against your enemies until you remove it.” (Jos 7:6-13 NIV) 
 
Joshua sought out and found the sinner who was stoned to death and the Israelites could again have 
victory over their enemies at Ai and the Lord told Joshua how to achieve this: 
“Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with 
you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city 
and his land. You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except that you may 
carry off their plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city."” (Jos 8:1-2 NIV) 
 
Joshua was attentive to the need to worship God and honoured the Ten Commandments which had 
been given to the Israelites through Moses: 
“Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, as Moses the servant of 
the LORD had commanded the Israelites. He built it according to what is written in the Book of the 
Law of Moses—an altar of uncut stones, on which no iron tool had been used. On it they offered to 
the LORD burnt offerings and sacrificed fellowship offerings. There, in the presence of the Israelites, 
Joshua copied on stones the law of Moses, which he had written.” (Jos 8:30-32 NIV) 
 
and also the rest of the Law: 
“Afterwards, Joshua read all the words of the law—the blessings and the curses—just as it is written 
in the Book of the Law. There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded that Joshua did not 
read to the whole assembly of Israel, including the women and children, and the aliens who lived 
among them.” (Jos 8:34-35 NIV) 
 
But Joshua was not always wise, on at least one occasion he didn't seek the Lord's guidance and made 
a huge mistake: 
“The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did not enquire of the LORD. Then Joshua made a 
treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath. Three 
days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that they were neighbours, 
living near them. So the Israelites set out and on the third day came to their cities: Gibeon, Kephirah, 
Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim. But the Israelites did not attack them, because the leaders of the assembly 
had sworn an oath to them by the LORD, the God of Israel. The whole assembly grumbled against the 
leaders, but all the leaders answered, "We have given them our oath by the LORD, the God of Israel, 
and we cannot touch them now.” (Jos 9:14-19 NIV) 
 
But Joshua kept to the treaty and enslaved those who had deceived him: 
“Then Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said, "Why did you deceive us by saying, ‘We live a 
long way from you,’ while actually you live near us? You are now under a curse: You will never 
cease to serve as woodcutters and water-carriers for the house of my God." They answered Joshua, 
"Your servants were clearly told how the LORD your God had commanded his servant Moses to give 
you the whole land and to wipe out all its inhabitants from before you. So we feared for our lives 
because of you, and that is why we did this. We are now in your hands. Do to us whatever seems good 
and right to you." So Joshua saved them from the Israelites, and they did not kill them. That day he 
made the Gibeonites woodcutters and water-carriers for the community and for the altar of the LORD 
at the place the LORD would choose. And that is what they are to this day.” (Jos 9:22-27 NIV) 
 
God continued to give Joshua and the Israelites victory against their enemies: 
“Then the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon—
joined forces. They moved up with all their troops and took up positions against Gibeon and attacked 
it. The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: "Do not abandon your servants. 
Come up to us quickly and save us! Help us, because all the Amorite kings from the hill country have 
joined forces against us." So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army, including all the 
best fighting men. The LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your 
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hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand you." After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua 
took them by surprise. The LORD threw them into confusion before Israel, who defeated them in a 
great victory at Gibeon. Israel pursued them along the road going up to Beth Horon and cut them 
down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah.” (Jos 10:5-10 NIV) 
 
The Israelites subdued the whole region: 
“So Joshua subdued the whole region, including the hill country, the Negev, the western foothills and 
the mountain slopes, together with all their kings. He left no survivors. He totally destroyed all who 
breathed, just as the LORD, the God of Israel, had commanded. Joshua subdued them from Kadesh 
Barnea to Gaza and from the whole region of Goshen to Gibeon. All these kings and their lands 
Joshua conquered in one campaign, because the LORD, the God of Israel, fought for Israel.” (Jos 
10:40-42 NIV) 
 
Joshua went to victory after victory because he listened to and obeyed God including what God had 
commended his predecessor Moses: 
“As the LORD commanded his servant Moses, so Moses commanded Joshua, and Joshua did it; he 
left nothing undone of all that the LORD commanded Moses. So Joshua took this entire land: the hill 
country, all the Negev, the whole region of Goshen, the western foothills, the Arabah and the 
mountains of Israel with their foothills, from Mount Halak, which rises towards Seir, to Baal Gad in 
the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He captured all their kings and struck them down, 
putting them to death.” (Jos 11:15-17 NIV) 
 
After the initial military conquests Joshua and Eleazar supervised the division of the land amongst the 
tribes as God had commanded him: 
“These are the territories that Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads of the tribal clans of 
Israel assigned by lot at Shiloh in the presence of the LORD at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
And so they finished dividing the land.” (Jos 19:51 NIV) 
 
Then God commanded Joshua to designate cities of refuge where Israelites could seek reuge against 
vengence: 
“Then the LORD said to Joshua: "Tell the Israelites to designate the cities of refuge, as I instructed 
you through Moses, so that anyone who kills a person accidentally and unintentionally may flee there 
and find protection from the avenger of blood.” (Jos 20:1-3 NIV) 
 
When he was getting old Joshua started to prepare the Israeilites for his death, being especially careful 
to warn them to continue to follow the Lord: 
“After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies around them, 
Joshua, by then old and well advanced in years, summoned all Israel—their elders, leaders, judges and 
officials—and said to them: "I am old and well advanced in years. You yourselves have seen 
everything the LORD your God has done to all these nations for your sake; it was the LORD your 
God who fought for you. Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land 
of the nations that remain—the nations I conquered—between the Jordan and the Great Sea in the 
west. The LORD your God himself will drive them out of your way. He will push them out before 
you, and you will take possession of their land, as the LORD your God promised you. "Be very 
strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to 
the right or to the left. Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the 
names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. But you are to 
hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now. "The LORD has driven out before you great 
and powerful nations; to this day no-one has been able to withstand you. One of you routs a thousand, 
because the LORD your God fights for you, just as he promised. So be very careful to love the LORD 
your God. "But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations that remain 
among you and if you intermarry with them and associate with them, then you may be sure that the 
LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares 
and traps for you, whips on your backs and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land, 
which the LORD your God has given you. "Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know 
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with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has 
failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed.” (Jos 23:1-14 NIV) 
 
and the people promised to follow the Lord: 
“"Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers 
worshipped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems 
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as 
for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." Then the people answered, "Far be it from us to 
forsake the LORD to serve other gods!” (Jos 24:14-16 NIV) 
 
Still Joshua continued to exhort and warn them: 
“Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous 
God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign 
gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you." 
But the people said to Joshua, "No! We will serve the LORD." Then Joshua said, "You are witnesses 
against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD." "Yes, we are witnesses," they replied. 
"Now then," said Joshua, "throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to 
the LORD, the God of Israel." And the people said to Joshua, "We will serve the LORD our God and 
obey him."” (Jos 24:19-24 NIV) 
 
Now Joshua saw his mission as complete and he died: 
“Then Joshua sent the people away, each to his own inheritance. After these things, Joshua son of 
Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten. And they buried him in the land 
of his inheritance, at Timnath Serah in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.” (Jos 
24:28-30 NIV) 
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Joshua (Person). 
1. Son of Nun, Moses’ assistant and successor, and the military leader whom God chose 

to lead the Israelites in the conquest of Canaan (1 Chr 7:27, KJV Jehoshua, Jehoshuah; also 
spelled Jeshua in Neh 8:17). 

Early in the exodus Joshua was sent by Moses to fight against the Amalekites (Ex 17:8–
15). Joshua defeated Amalek, and Moses wrote of the event and built an altar which he called 
“The Lord is my banner.” 

When Moses sent 12 men from Kadeshbarnea to spy out the land of Canaan, Joshua 
represented the tribe of Ephraim (Nm 13:8). At that time Joshua was called Hoshea (KJV 
Oshea), but Moses changed his name to Joshua (Nm 13:8, 16, KJV Jehoshua). Joshua and 
Caleb were the only two spies to bring back an affirmative report concerning an Israelite 
invasion of the land (Nm 14:6–9). Consequently, of all the adult Israelite males to leave 
Egypt in the exodus, only these two crossed the Jordan River and entered the Promised Land 
(Nm 14:30). 

When the Lord announced to Moses his impending death, Moses asked about his 
successor, and the Lord appointed Joshua to that position (Nm 27:12–23). After the death of 
Moses on Mt Nebo, Joshua’s leadership was confirmed (Nm 34:17), and the Lord told Joshua 
to go over the Jordan and take the land (Jos 1:1, 2). 

From the Transjordan, Joshua sent two men across the river to reconnoiter Jericho (Jos 
2:1–24). In Jericho they were concealed by Rahab and later safely made their way back to 
Joshua to report that the people of the land were fainthearted because of the Israelites (Jos 
2:23, 24). 

When Israel had crossed the river, the Lord instructed Joshua to set up a circle of 12 
stones at Gilgal to commemorate this passage (Jos 4:1–7). The Lord then commanded that all 
of the males who had been born during the exodus be circumcised (Jos 5:2–9). 

While camped at Gilgal, near Jericho, Joshua was confronted by a man with a drawn 
sword. When Joshua challenged the man, he learned that it was the Lord, who told him to 
remove his shoes, for the ground was holy (Jos 5:13–15). The Lord gave Joshua directions 
for the destruction of Jericho; these were followed explicitly and the city fell (Jos 6). The 
attack on Ai ended in temporary defeat, until the matter of Achan’s sin was discovered and 
judged (Jos 7:10–26). Then Ai was taken and destroyed. 

Joshua built an altar on Mt Ebal (Jos 8:30–32), and the blessing and curse were read, as 
commanded by God through Moses (Jos 8:33–35; cf. Dt 27). 

Because the Israelites failed to ask direction from the Lord (Jos 9:14), Joshua was tricked 
into making a covenant of peace with the Hivites of Gibeon. Joshua then reduced them to 
doing menial tasks in Israel (Jos 9:21–27). 

The kings of the various Canaanite cities allied themselves against the Israelite threat (Jos 
9:1, 2) and a league of five Amorite cities (Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon) 
attacked Gibeon (Jos 10:1–5). The Gibeonites appealed to Joshua for help; he responded 
quickly against this Amorite confederation and routed the Amorite forces. It was on this 
occasion that Joshua commanded the sun and the moon to stand still so that Israel could have 
more time to defeat these adversaries (Jos 10:12–14). This victory was followed by a series of 
successful attacks on enemy towns (Jos 10:28–43). 

A northern alliance headed by Jabin, king of Hazor, was the next opposition (Jos 11:1–5). 
The Lord assured Joshua of success, and the city of Hazor was taken and destroyed by fire 
(Jos 11:6–15). Joshua 11:23 summarizes the conquest of the land, and chapter 12 enumerates 
the kings who were conquered. 

 
The Valley of Aijalon, where God gave Joshua a great military victory. 
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Joshua was now old, and the Lord told him that much land remained to be possessed. 
These territories are listed, but the Lord directed Joshua to proceed with the division of the 
land among the nine and one-half tribes (Jos 13:7; cf. Jos 13:8–18:28). Joshua himself was 
given the city he asked for, Timnathserah, in the hill country of Ephraim, which he rebuilt 
and settled (Jos 19:49, 50). 

The Lord told Joshua to appoint cities of refuge to which a person guilty of manslaughter 
could flee to escape the avenger of blood (Jos 20). The Levites came to Eleazar the priest and 
Joshua to request that they be given the cities which the Lord had commanded through Moses 
(Jos 21:1–42). 

In his advanced years Joshua summoned all Israel and solemnly charged them to continue 
in faithfulness to the Lord (Jos 23). Finally, he called all Israel to Shechem, where he gave 
them his farewell message. He summed up the Lord’s dealings with them from the time of 
Abraham, and again challenged them to serve the Lord, putting before them the well-known 
choice and decision: “Choose this day whom you will serve … . but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord” (Jos 24:15). 

Joshua died at the age of 110 years and was buried in his inheritance at Timnath-serah 
(Jos 24:29, 30; the parallel account in Jgs 2:8, 9 reads Timnath-heres). 

Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua and during the time of the elders of Israel 
who outlived Joshua (Jos 24:31; Jgs 2:7). 
 


