CHRISTIANITY AFTER CHRIST'S ASCENSION

By
David Sinclair

© David Sinclair 2012 - 2015



THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE EARLY CHURCH
CHRISTIANITY AFTER CHRIST'S ASCENSION

Introduction

Today we’'re firstly going to be looking at the ddtshment of the early church in the first
years after Christ’'s ascension up to the time odgmution and scattering, mainly using
material from the Book of Acts. Secondly, we'rargpto look at the subsequent
development of the early church — including Panlissionary journeys — again mainly using
material from the Book of Acts. Thirdly, we're gwj to be looking at the books of the NT
themselves — who wrote them, when they were wriitd1o they were written for and how
reliable they are. Then, finally, we're going tansider what all that means to us today.
These references to “the early church” might intplt it was a single entity. In reality, of
course, it was a loosely connected network spreszsa much of the Roman Empire.

Today’s subject is one that lends itself to majpsupes and photographs better than most of
my talks, so today I'm going to use the screen nhar¢his material — which means that in
some places less of my spoken points will be regeiat text on the screen, so please listen
even more carefully than usual.

The Ascension of Christ and Afterwards

In the book of Acts Luke tells us that Christ hathenanded the disciples to wait in
Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit whicbuld fulfil the prophecy of John the
Baptist:

“On one occasion, while he was eating with themgéne them this command: "Do not leave
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promjselich you have heard me speak about.
For John baptised with water, but in a few days wdube baptised with the Holy Spirit."”
(Acts 1:4-5 NIV)

and that this baptism with the Holy Spirit would gower them to preach and spread the
gospel:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spiritro@s on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sanaad to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:8
NIV)

and as we shall see this is the order in whichr thi#ghess progressed, in fact it's almost an
overall table of contents for the Book of Acts.

Following this Jesus ascended back to the Fatber the Mount of Olives:

“After he said this, he was taken up before theimyeyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight.” (Acts 1:9 NIV)

There would be no further post-resurrection appeas

Obediently the disciples returned to Jerusalemveaited in an upper room along with
women who had been close to Jesus and Jesus’ twretladout 120 people in all — all joining
together in prayer. The apostles chose one oétfudi®wers — Matthias — to make up their
number to twelve following the death of Judas Isxtar

“Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias;he was added to the eleven apostles.”
(Acts 1:26 NIV)

[slide of dice ca$t The casting of lots was believed to be puttimgfters into God's hands
when there was no rational basis for a decisioa@bs 16:33). The number twelve is
significant, it's the number of the tribes of Idraed marks out the apostles as leaders of the



new Israel. It's interesting that Luke recorded ¢heosing of Matthias as he along with most
of the twelve apostles disappear from history -y étdter and John figure prominently —
although Matthew did leave his mark on historyha writing of his gospel. Apart from

Peter and John the rest of the twelve becomedast and James the Lord’s brother, Mark
and Paul assume prominence.

Then on the day of Pentecost, the fiftieth dayrdfie first Sunday following the Passover,
the waiting was fulfilled and the Holy Spirit desced in great power on all these 120
followers and they began to speak in foreign laggsa

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit anddgan to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them. Now there were staying in Jerusaletif€aring Jews from every nation
under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crawe ¢ogether in bewilderment, because
each one heard them speaking in his own languégets 2:4-6 NIV)

The spiritual baptism Jesus had promised was noaceomplished fact. Note the difference
between this and the modern speaking in tongudsysdaanders — probably Jews from the
Diaspora returned to Jerusalem — could understdrad was being said. This was the birth
of the Christian church. The Holy Spirit who hagkh active in the creation of the universe
and the incarnation of Christ and his equippingmamistry, was now active in the birth of
the church. From this time on, the early churadarded the giving of the Holy Spirit as a
normal, indeed essential, part of becoming a Gandieliever.

The crowd which had gathered at the unusual soti@hlileans praising God in many
foreign languages were totally amazed and wondehed could be happening. This gave
Peter the opportunity to preach the first Chrissarmon:

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised hisevand addressed the crowd: "Fellow
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let x@an this to you; listen carefully to what

| say.” (Acts 2:14 NIV)

Peter preached a simple gospel message that JasuberChrist and that he had been
crucified and raised and exalted. This messagehaag been simple, but it included what
were to become the main elements of missionarycpneg in the early church — an
announcement that the age of fulfilment had arriaedaccount of Jesus’ ministry with an
emphasis on his death and resurrection, scrippuoalfs that Jesus was the Messiah, and a
call to repentance. More importantly, in the powkthe Spirit, it touched the hearts of the
crowds:

“When the people heard this, they were cut to #eatrand said to Peter and the other
apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"” (Acts 2\8Y)

note that the crowds don’t seek to deny the realfigither the crucifixion or the resurrection
of Christ — which would have been the natural respdf these things had been an invention
of the disciples — rather their positive responsegPeter a further opening to call them to
faith:

“Peter replied, "Repent and be baptised, everyobiyeu, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive ti&t of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for
you and your children and for all who are far ofer-&ll whom the Lord our God will call.”
With many other words he warned them; and he pbteadih them, "Save yourselves from
this corrupt generation."” (Acts 2:38-40 NIV)

Peter promises them forgiveness of sins and thefjihe Holy Spirit, which are still the
essentials of coming to Christian faith today. @ifeof the Holy Spirit is of course quite
distinct from the gifts of the Spirit which the ldbpirit bestows on believers as he chooses.

The response was amazing:



“Those who accepted his message were baptise@land three thousand were added to
their number that day.” (Acts 2:41 NIV)

the 3,000 were added to the 120. One preachittieagospel in the power of the Spirit
produced more converts than Jesus' entire miristry wonder Jesus said as a result of his
returning to the Father they would be enabled tgré@ater works than he had done (John
14:12). Today we tend to forget that all, or alitredk of these first Christians were Jews or
converts to Judaism. Note also that the 3,000 mitgrest casual converts, but became real
followers:

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teachntgto the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42 NIV).

Their behaviour and, no doubt, further preachingheyapostles produced yet more converts:
AT And the Lord added to their number daily the#eo were being saved.” (Acts 2:47

The Development of the Church in Jerusalem

Next we hear of Peter and John working togetheniimstry and of Peter performing a
miraculous healing of a lame man — which leadotdlct with the Jewish rulers:

“Now a man crippled from birth was being carriedhie temple gate called Beautiful, where
he was put every day to beg from those going imaémple courts.” (Acts 3:2 NIV) ....
[slide of gate]

“Then Peter said, "Silver or gold | do not havet, Wwhat | have | give you. In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Taking him bytigat hand, he helped him up, and
instantly the man’s feet and ankles became stidagumped to his feet and began to walk.
Then he went with them into the temple courts, wajland jumping, and praising God.”
(Acts 3:6-8 NIV)

Note that Peter healed not through any power diradfidnis own, but through the power of
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. The power biglwbesus had healed such people during
his public ministry was still present and activeereised no longer directly but through his
disciples.

Peter preaches this message to the crowd in th@l€amitnessing also to the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus. He calls the people totepee and offers them forgiveness for their
part in Jesus’ death (a surprisingly lenient treattrof the Jewish leadership who were
determined to put Jesus to death). Peter cledelytifies Christ as the Messiah and speaks of
his second coming. He then points out that thatwias foretold by OT figures such as
Moses, Samuel and other prophets.

This teaching by the apostles quickly brings atieadrom the authorities who arrest them:
“They seized Peter and John, and because it wasngyehey put them in jail until the next
day.” (Acts 4:3 NIV)

The teaching of Jesus’ resurrection would havaqaarly annoyed the Sadducees who
denied the resurrection of the dead. Jewish Labafite conducting examinations and trials
after sundown, so they were locked up for the nidghtke tells us that the apostles preaching
was effective as it continued to bring people fthfa

“But many who heard the message believed, anduhebar of men grew to about five
thousand.” (Acts 4:4 NIV)

So the number of believers increased from 3,0@)@060.



The next day the Sanhedrin met. Having removedsJiesm the scene they were still in
difficulties — they were going to have as much iewn his account as they had before his
death. The apostles were immediately on the affens

“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said toem: "Rulers and elders of the people! If we
are being called to account today for an act ofikess shown to a cripple and are asked how
he was healed, then know this, you and all the lgeafpsrael: It is by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom Gaited from the dead, that this man
stands before you healed.” (Acts 4:8-10 NIV)

[slide of Sanhedrin meeting]

This is what Jesus had taught them:

“Settle it therefore in your minds, not to meditheforehand how to answer; for | will give
you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversawill be able to withstand or
contradict” (Luke 21:14-15).

Peter now proved this assurance and replied insvopired by the Holy Spirit. Again it's
striking that the Sanhedrin never sought to deeyréality of Jesus' death and resurrection —
and they would surely have loved to do just th#hiéfre had been any possible doubt.

Peter and John were not educated in the formalilggataught by the rabbinical schools, but
they had been taught by Jesus and spoke with aiythod understanding in the power of the
Holy Spirit. Isn’t that a lesson for all of us tod

So the court conferred together. Peter and Jotin'twaally done anything wrong, but in the
eyes of the Jewish authorities, they couldn’t h@wadd to go on teaching like this. The
authorities came up with a weak solution — toheit go, but threaten them if they didn’t
change their ways:

“Then they called them in again and commanded thento speak or teach at all in the name
of Jesus.” (Acts 4:18 NIV)

Peter and John were not deterred and came baclawibid and defiant answer:

“But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourseWhsther it is right in God’s sight to obey
you rather than God. For we cannot help speakiogtalvhat we have seen and heard."
(Acts 4:19-20 NIV)

The apostles continued to teach and preach absus Jalthough outsiders were deterred
from joining in. But more and more believers cante the fold:

“The apostles performed many miraculous signs amaders among the people. And all the
believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Ca@denNo-one else dared join them, even
though they were highly regarded by the people.elbeless, more and more men and
women believed in the Lord and were added to tin@inber.” (Acts 5:12-14 NIV)

[slide of Solomon's colonnade] and Peter, and rimplg other apostles too, healed the sick:
“As a result, people brought the sick into theetiseand laid them on beds and mats so that at
least Peter’'s shadow might fall on some of therheapassed by. Crowds gathered also from
the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sicktAnde tormented by evil spirits, and all of
them were healed.” (Acts 5:15-16 NIV)

Peter's shadow was as effective at healing asch twiuwesus's cloak had been.

Then the apostles were arrested again:

“Then the high priest and all his associates, wkoewnembers of the party of the Sadducees,
were filled with jealousy. They arrested the algssand put them in the public jail.” (Acts
5:17-18 NIV)



but, they were quickly released through the powéad and his special intervention so that
they could continue to preach the gospel:

“But during the night an angel of the Lord openleel doors of the jail and brought them out.
"Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "andhel people the full message of this new
life."” (Acts 5:19-20 NIV)

and the apostles were again brought before theeSanhfrom their teaching:

“At that, the captain went with his officers anabght the apostles. They did not use force,
because they feared that the people would stome. tHaving brought the apostles, they
made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be quedtlyy the high priest.” (Acts 5:26-27
NIV)

[slide of Sanhedrin]

The apostles were reminded of the previous warftorg the Sanhedrin not to teach in the
name of Jesus. But Peter told the court that thest obey God and bear witness to the truth.
May we always bear witness to God’s truth whatéherobstacles.

Some of the Sanhedrin wanted to put the apostldsdth:

“When they heard this, they were furious and wamtegout them to death.” (Acts 5:33 NIV)
But the greatest Pharisaic teacher of the day, Galmaho (as we shall see later) taught Paul
stood up to defend them:

“But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of thevdno was honoured by all the people,
stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that thebaeuut outside for a little while.” (Acts
534NIV) oo

and went on to advise the Sanhedrin:

“Therefore, in the present case | advise you: Leagse men alone! Let them go! For if their
purpose or activity is of human origin, it will faBut if it is from God, you will not be able

to stop these men; you will only find yourselveghting against God."” (Acts 5:38-39 NIV)

Gamaliel was so revered that when he died it wigk sa

“the glory of the Torah ceased, and purity and &afeness’ died.”

and so he persuaded the Sanhedrin, although tlstiepwere punished:

“His speech persuaded them. They called the apadstiend had them flogged. Then they
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesudeatitem go.” (Acts 5:40 NIV)

The apostles accepted both their punishment amdrédease with joy, but paid no more
attention to the Sanhedrin than they had thetiirs#, and continued to preach the gospel:
“The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing becdaheg had been counted worthy of suffering
disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in the teropléts and from house to house, they
never stopped teaching and proclaiming the goodsrikat Jesus is the Christ.” (Acts 5:41-
42 NIV).

The disciples appointed seven assistants to hefgeiwork, primarily but not exclusively in
the distribution of food, as the early church exgeth The efforts of the apostles were
blessed and the church continued to grow, evemgiognn priests from the Jewish faith:

“So the word of God spread. The number of disciplekerusalem increased rapidly, and a
large number of priests became obedient to thie.fgicts 6:7 NIV)

Although there is no indication that these prigstge up their duties in the Jewish faith, a
tremendous tension was clearly developing betweeltd and the new order — as the Story
of the stoning of Stephen makes clear. Stepheghtan power and the wisdom of the Holy
Spirit and this aroused jealousy, particularlyha synagogue where he taught:



“Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and powlarf,great wonders and miraculous signs
among the people. Opposition arose, however, frambers of the Synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene andahldria as well as the provinces of
Cilicia and Asia. These men began to argue witipl&te,” (Acts 6:8-9 NIV)

[slidg The mention of Ciliciafollow the red arrow on the slifieaises the possibility that this
was the synagogue attended by Saul, more commaolyrk as Paul (of whom we shall be
hearing much shortly), whose native city Tarsus thasprincipal city of Cilicia.

Stephen bested his opponents in debate and sajrsgdbeir jealousy, he was falsely
accused and brought before the Sanhedrin:

“Then they secretly persuaded some men to say,H&Ve heard Stephen speak words of
blasphemy against Moses and against God." So thiegdsup the people and the elders and
the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen andgybt him before the Sanhedrin. They
produced false withesses, who testified, "Thisofelhever stops speaking against this holy
place and against the law. For we have heard hynthsa this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy
this place and change the customs Moses handed tdawan™ (Acts 6:11-14 NIV)

Stephen’s opponents had been unable to silencenhdebate, so they made false
accusations. Later on blasphemy was narrowly ddfas the misuse of God’s name, but we
know from the accusations of blasphemy made agaessts that it was much more widely
interpreted in the first century AD. The falsendsses testified that Stephen’s teaching
threatened both the holy place — the Temple —laad@¢wstoms handed down from Moses’
time. These accusations were probably not a camfderication as Jesus had mentioned the
destruction of the Temple and Stephen probablyategelesus’ words.

The high priest — probably still Caiaphas who remadiin office until 36 AD — asked Stephen
if these charges were true, and rather than gi@idgect answer Stephen gave a rather long
defence of Christianity as God’s appointed way ofship. Stephen’s speech summarised
the history of the Jewish nation and their refisacknowledge Jesus as the Messiah in a
highly critical way, indeed at the end he accukeslewish leaders of murdering the
Messiah. In many ways his statements remind ntieeolbook of Hebrews, although Stephen
is even more critical of the old order than is blo®k of Hebrews. But, Stephen also seeks to
show that the new way of Christianity honours Hebseripture and it could be said that his
defence was that he was even more OT scripturatigct than his accusers. Stephen’s
statements made mission to the Gentiles a logeatssity and it is interesting that his death,
largely caused by this speech, was to be the tridpge: launched Christian mission to the
Gentiles — as we shall in a moment.

Stephen was ready to be, and swiftly became, therfiartyr for the Christian faith. His
death was full of Christ. Luke records three furtbentences which he spoke, the first of
which referred to Christ, while the remaining twere addressed to Christ and are
remarkably reminiscent of Christ’'s own words frdme tross:

“When they heard this, they were furious and gndsheir teeth at him. But Stephen, full of
the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw tloeygbf God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. "Look," he said, "I see heaven opehthe Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God." At this they covered their ears amedling at the top of their voices, they all
rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and hagastone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses
laid their clothes at the feet of a young man na®aal. While they were stoning him,
Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spiriténlime fell on his knees and cried out,
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them." Wherhlad said this, he fell asleep.” (Acts 7:54-
60 NIV)



The Sanhedrin were unwilling to listen to Stepheéa&imony to Jesus and covered their
ears. Indeed they were determined to silence $onthey dragged him out and stoned him in
what was a mob lynching rather than an officialaeston — although the witnesses did
apparently take the lead as they would have doae wificial execution. In these verses
Luke introduces us to the person who was to beqmolgably the most important figure as
regards the growth of the early church — Saul —wkee find guarding the clothes of those
carrying out the stoning. Saul, later known byRanan name Paullus or Paul, never forgot
this experience as we learn from his speech whewasearrested in Jerusalem recorded in
Acts chapter 22.

The early church was shocked and stunned by Steptieath and by the violent persecution
which followed:

AT On that day a great persecution broke outresjahe church at Jerusalem, and all
except the apostles were scattered throughout ArdeSamaria. Godly men buried Stephen
and mourned deeply for him.” (Acts 8:1-2 NIV)

This persecution of Jesus and his witnesses stardstinuity with the persecuted prophets
of the OT. But, with the benefit of hindsight, wan see how God'’s providence used
Stephen’s testimony, in word and deed, throughelifd death, to promote the church’s
mission. As always, Satan overreached himself t@gersecution he initiated had the
opposite effect of what he intended. God can bgogd out of even the most adverse and
unpromising circumstances and we need to remerhbemnhen we face difficulties and hard
times in our own lives.

After these events, we know little of the developtraf the Jerusalem church. The focus of
the book of Acts shifts to Judea and then furthietchand, of course, Paul deals with his
mission to the Gentiles.

The Spread of the Church Outside Jerusalem

The persecution dispersed converted Jews (otherthigaApostles) around the Roman world
and initiated the bringing of the gospel both taedeutside Israel and also to the Gentiles
[slide explanation — green area Roman Empire red @itristian communities established
during the £ century. Many established by Paul and the Apsdétig many by ordinary
believer$. We shouldn’t necessarily assume from this thatapostles were spared
persecution; just that persecution didn’t causentteeleave Jerusalem at this time. So,
ordinary believers took the opportunity to proclahme gospel message wherever they went —
let that be an example to us ordinary believere baatay. Firstly, Jesus transferred the task
of building the church to the disciples, now ity transferred to the ordinary believers
whom the disciples have evangelised. Luke intreducpattern of events that will be
repeated in other contexts: rejection in one plEm®mes the opportunity for people
elsewhere to receive the gospel and become p#reahessianic community. God and the
gospel are not defeated by human opposition, homexkand intense. The efforts of the
Sanhedrin and Saul to halt the preaching of theeand wipe out the early church only
resulted in expansion and wider impact.

Saul was a leading figure, perhaps the leadingdigu this persecution:

“But Saul began to destroy the church. Going fraude to house, he dragged off men and
women and put them in prison.” (Acts 8:3 NIV)

Unlike his teacher Gamaliel Saul clearly didn’tibeé in restraint. Probably he saw clearly
that the new order of Christianity was not reatiynpatible with the old order of Judaism. If



Christ was indeed the Messiah, then the old orfitveoLaw was superseded. So, he
reasoned that Christianity must be stamped outl &as brutal in his attacks on the church,
many followed Stephen into martyrdom. Saul hadélon his hands.

The book of Acts uses Philip (who along with Stepihas one of the seven assistants
appointed earlier by the apostles) as an exampleeadpreading of the Gospel out of
Jerusalem and indeed out of Israel:

“Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclashthe Christ there. When the crowds
heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he el all paid close attention to what he
said.” (Acts 8:5-6 NIV).

Philip ministered first in a city in Samaria, praathe capital city, fulfilling Jesus’ earlier
predictions of carrying the gospel to the Samasitdslide showing where Samaria is — North
of Judea]. It's hard to conceive how bold a mdve tas on Philip’s part. Antagonism
between Jews and Samaritans had been alive farr@sand was particularly intense in the
first century AD. Note that people aren’t persuafiest by the miraculous signs Philip did.
Philip also preached the word. Note also thatdlwesses make it clear that the performance
of miracles wasn't restricted just to the apostles.

Learning of the success of Philip in Samaria, Jamich Peter came to join in the ministry:
“When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Sarmadaccepted the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them.” (Acts 8:14 NIV)

and Philip disappears from the scene in SamanerRnd John prayed for the converts and
laid hands on them so that they would receive tbly Bpirit. This is probably the origin of
the idea of Episcopal confirmation within the churbut | think that stretches too far what
we can derive from these verses and Paul nevenptiteo make such a point in his writings,
even when he speaks of Christians being anointedeéb$pirit (2 Corinthians 1:21-22). Itis
indeed surprising and does not seem to have beamotimal early church experience, so
probably it was necessary in order to incorporagéeSamaritans into an integrated church
body, rather than encouraging them to form a sépaftairch perpetuating the Samaritan
relationship to Judaism.

After this and after they had testified and praoked the word, Peter and John returned to
Jerusalem preaching the Gospel in villages aswlexy:

“When they had testified and proclaimed the worthefLord, Peter and John returned to
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samarifages.” (Acts 8:25 NIV)

Philip was then divinely guided to go south, to tbad from Jerusalem to Gaza, where a
divine appointment had been arranged for him iroatranlikely place. He comes upon what
the NIV translates as a ‘chariot’ (but which wasstarobably a covered travelling wagon).
In it was seated the treasurer of the kingdom bidpia (Sudan rather than modern Ethiopia
[slide follow the red arrow and you can see it's maearer to Egypt than modern
Ethiopid]), who had made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem andneasreturning home (the Gaza
road carries on to Egypt and the African contineht® was probably a Gentile worshipper
of Yahweh. The treasurer was reading the bookaifih — in antiquity reading was almost
always done aloud — and Philip was prompted toggtothim and ask him if he understood
it. The treasurer asked Philip for help in intetprg it (he was clearly a modest man) and
Philip mounted the wagon and found the treasuwrsting chapter 53 of Isaiah. Philip used
this wonderful opportunity to preach the Christ@aospel to the treasurer who believed and
was baptized, which shows the importance bothadirg scripture and making the most of
our opportunities to preach the gospel. So, arorapt and influential convert was won for



the kingdom. He was also probably the first Gentdnvert to Christianity — the importance
of Cornelius (who we shall be looking at later),onk often called the first Gentile convert,

is that he was the first Gentile convert to rec@ipestolic acceptance. This is the last we
hear of the treasurer in scripture, although Ireasaecords that he became a missionary to
the people of Ethiopia — thus in a sense the eViaagjen of the Gentiles was beginning. In
those days Ethiopia was beyond the limits of exgilon by the Roman Empire (an
expedition was sent in AD 61) — so the Gospel ngsssas indeed being carried to and even
beyond the ends of the known world. So, the comimiswhich Jesus had given the
disciples was being fulfilled — the Gospel was bgineached first in Jerusalem, then in
Judea, then in Samaria and now to the ends ofdttke. e

[slide of arediThe divine purpose having been accomplished, Philis sent on his way by
the Holy Spirit and he travelled around preachhmg®&ospel of Christ between Azotus (the
old Philistine city of Ashdod) and Caesaradnich you can see marked by the red arjows
Philip seems to have settled down in Caesarea dsavhim there when he makes his next
appearance in scripture 20 years later in Actsten&d.

The Conversion of Saul

Now that Stephen and Philip have contributed thigineer preparations for the world
mission of the church, we then come to one of thetimportant events in the development
and spread of the early church, the miraculous e@mn of Saul or Paul. Saul was on his
way to Damascus to continue his persecution oththuech. Clearly he was not content
merely to harass Christians in Jerusalem and timealRe had accorded the Jewish nation
rights of extradition against neighbouring terrigsrsuch as Syria. But, he was overcome by
the power of Christ:

“As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddelijrafrom heaven flashed around him.
He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to h8aul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"
"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "l am Jesus, wiomare persecuting,” he replied.” (Acts
9:3-5 NIV)

Saul had almost reached Damasalisi¢ with red arroywhen a light which outshone the
sun — the light of Christ the Son of God — flashenlund him and a voice spoke to him in
Aramaic asking him why he is persecuting him. SdaMiously recognises the divine in the
voice as he responds “who are you Lord?” But, Benit prepared for the response that it
was Jesus Christ speaking. At once Saul mustdrasped, from the extraordinary way in
which Jesus identified with his followers, thafgersecute them was to persecute him; that
Jesus was alive and his claims were true. Whhabeksthat must have been to him! This
was no faint or fit, epileptic or otherwise, thiasva truly miraculous experience. The
supernatural impacted on the natural. In fact m@kfrom the later statements of Ananias
(verse 17) and Barnabas (verse 27) that Saul &ctad the risen Christ.

Saul was then told to proceed to Damascus andveeg®struction:

“'Now get up and go into the city, and you will toeéd what you must do." The men

travelling with Saul stood there speechless; theardh the sound but did not see anyone. Saul
got up from the ground, but when he opened his bgesould see nothing. So they led him

by the hand into Damascus.” (Acts 9:6-8 NIV)

He who had expected to enter Damascus in the &dloéhis pride and prowess, as a self-
confident opponent of Christ, was actually led infdhumbled and blinded, a captive of the
very Christ he had opposed.
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Saul remained in Damascus for three days blintdeémttside world:
“For three days he was blind, and did not eat mkdanything.” (Acts 9:9 NIV)
but receiving wonderful spiritual visions and suyaural instruction.

There was a Christian in Damascus hamed Ananiasnalsdold to go and lay hands on Paul
to restore his sight and also told that Saul hasheformed of this in a vision:

“In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias.Lbind called to him in a vision,
"Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he answered. The Lord thldch, "Go to the house of Judas on
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus na®aedl for he is praying. In a vision he
has seen a man named Ananias come and place kiis tvamim to restore his sight."” (Acts
9:10-12 NIV)

[slide of straight stre¢Straight Street is still one of the main thorofaghs in Damascus.

Ananias was reluctant because he knew of Sauliga&pn:

“'Lord," Ananias answered, "l have heard many répabout this man and all the harm he
has done to your saints in Jerusalem. And he hag tere with authority from the chief
priests to arrest all who call on your name."” (#\6t13-14 NIV)

Ananias knew about Saul’s persecution of ChristigBst, God overruled Ananias’ protest,
Saul was God’s chosen instrument:

“But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is ohpsen instrument to carry my name
before the Gentiles and their kings and beforg#waple of Israel. | will show him how much
he must suffer for my name."” (Acts 9:15-16 NIV)

Now the mission to the Gentiles is confirmed by Godself. Saul’s calling to suffer
identifies him as a Christ like figure in his fuguife and ministry. The great antagonist of
the gospel will become its outstanding protagoriiee persecutor will become the
persecuted and suffer like Jesus himself.

So, Ananias, obedient to the call of Christ, wenBaul and restored his sight:

“Then Ananias went to the house and entered itiffehis hands on Saul, he said, "Brother
Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on it ae you were coming here—has sent
me so that you may see again and be filled witiHblg Spirit."” (Acts 9:17 NIV)

and Saul was converted to Christianity:

“Immediately, something like scales fell from Sautyes, and he could see again. He got up
and was baptised, and after taking some food, dered his strength. Saul spent several
days with the disciples in Damascus. ....... " (Acts831B NIV)

In my view this commissioning of Saul directly by@st's power and intervention discredits
any idea of the necessity of apostolic interventiar the transmission of such intervention —
in ordination for ministry. So Ananias enters #&@lves what we know of history and we
hear nothing more of him. But, having been grebtednanias as a brother, Saul is
immediately welcomed into the fellowship of the adtu Saul’s conversion was an amazing
act of God — choosing one of his chief enemiessastampion. | think that the sudden
conversion of Saul is one of the three or fourrggest pieces of evidence for the truth of
Christianity. As George Lord Lyttleton said “thenversion and apostleship of St. Paul
alone, duly considered, was of itself a demonsinagufficient to prove Christianity to be a
divine revelation”.

The first fruits of conversion are always a Godllg and Saul shows this by beginning to
preach the Gospel:

“At once he began to preach in the synagoguesldsats is the Son of God. All those who
heard him were astonished and asked, "Isn’t hendne who caused havoc in Jerusalem
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among those who call on this name? And hasn’t heedoere to take them as prisoners to the
chief priests?" Yet Saul grew more and more powerfid baffled the Jews living in
Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ.”"gAc20-22 NIV)

[slide of DamascysNow Saul has a very different commission to thigbersecuting the
church, instead he is promoting it.

Saul didn’t stay in Damascus for long, he left ¢itg and then probably spent about three
years in Arabia (near where Damascus is locatedpreing to Paul’s account in Galatians.
He likely preached and taught there. He then lyrreturned to Damascus where the Jews
tried to kill him and so he was forced to flee aveeht to Jerusalem:

“After many days had gone by, the Jews conspirddllitbim, but Saul learned of their plan.
Day and night they kept close watch on the citggat order to kill him. But his followers
took him by night and lowered him in a basket tigtoan opening in the wall.” (Acts 9:23-25
NIV).

Saul’s Early Ministry

When Saul came to Jerusalem, the disciples welralipiafraid of him, but Barnabas made
an introduction and spoke up for him:

“When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join tkeiplies, but they were all afraid of him,
not believing that he really was a disciple. Butrizdoas took him and brought him to the
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journeydesh the Lord and that the Lord had
spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had predehddssly in the name of Jesus. So
Saul stayed with them and moved about freely inskem, speaking boldly in the name of
the Lord.” (Acts 9:26-28 NIV)

We know from Saul’s account in Galatians that hé with Peter (with whom he stayed for
15 days) and James. True conversion always raautsirch membership. It's not only that
converts must join the Christian community, but the@ Christian community must welcome
converts, especially those from a different religipethnic or social background.

Saul debated with the Hellenistic or Grecian Jéws they tried to kill him, so the disciples
took him to Caesarea and sent him to his homeo€ityarsus:

“He talked and debated with the Grecian Jews, iyt tried to kill him. When the brothers
learned of this, they took him down to Caesareasamd him off to Tarsus.” (Acts 9:29-30
NIV).

[slide showing TarsiSo, Saul's conversion story began with his leguerusalem to arrest
fugitive Christians and ends with his leaving Jates as a fugitive Christian himself. Here
we leave Saul for a time, no doubt engaged in wmded ministry, but we shall meet with
him again shortly.

Relieved of the persecution promoted by Paul theathenjoyed a time of peace and growth:
“Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and 8areajoyed a time of peace. It was
strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spigteitv in numbers, living in the fear of the
Lord.” (Acts 9:31 NIV)

Evangelism by Peter and the Beginnings of Gentilel€istianity
The Christian ministry was progressively broadenis@ppeal towards the Gentiles and

Luke proceeds to set out that progression in threstny of Peter and makes it clear that
acceptance of Gentiles on equal terms came abautgh the ministry of Peter. This
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apostolic acceptance of Gentile converts was ank@yent for the growth and development
of the early church. First, in chapter 9 verse€t32en screen only verses 32-35)ke
focuses on Peter’s itinerant ministry in the cdastgion of Judea, where Jewish Christians
are strengthened in their walk with the Lord andocemaged by the Holy Spirit through the
ministry of the apostle. At the same time, Lukéasdow many others ‘turned to the Lord’
(v. 35), and ¢n screen only verses 36)4ghany people believed in the Lord’ (v. 42). Rete
travels to Lydda (v. 32) — about 40 kms from Jdama- and then to Joppa (v. 42) — 20 kms
further on and a distinctly Greek citglide showing Lydda and JopgpaSo Peter was moving
further and further away from Jerusalem into Gertgfritory. As he responds to various
needs, God blesses his pastoral and evangelisteagours. Aeneas, a paralytic, is healed,
Tabbitha (Dorcas) is raised from death, and mawypleeturn to Christ. The healing of the
paralytic and the raising from the dead of the wigmarallel the ministry of Jesus (Luke
5:17-26; 7:11-17) and the earlier ministries ofdtliand Elisha (1 Kings 17:17-24; 2 Kings
4:18-37). So, Peter is validated again as an atithepresentative of the line of prophets
who “work signs and wonders among the people.”CGhsist-likeness is highlighted at a
moment when his authority is about to become deeisi

Thus Peter is led to the house of Simon the Tanner:

“Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tamaened Simon.” (Acts 9:43 NIV)

a strange place for a Jew to stay as Tanners wedered unclean, because they dealt with
dead animals. Peter doesn’t seem to have bedplewbhy this, as he stayed for some time,
but he was soon to be faced with more radical aaijeists.

The focus then shifts to a God fearing Gentile wenbh named Cornelius living in Caesarea
[slide showing location of Caesalethe centre of Roman administration. God givies &
vision of an angel, to instruct him to send to Jofgy Peter, because Cornelius and his
family need to hear the Gospel:

“One day at about three in the afternoon he hadiarv He distinctly saw an angel of God,
who came to him and said, "Cornelius!" Corneliwsed at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?"
he asked. The angel answered, "Your prayers ataltgithe poor have come up as a
memorial offering before God. Now send men to Jdpgdaring back a man named Simon
who is called Peter.” (Acts 10:3-5 NIV)

and Cornelius duly sends his servants to Joppéarig Peter, setting the scene for Cornelius
to become the first Gentile convert to receive tgwsaffirmation and for the breaking down
of barriers between Jews and Gentiles.

Peter also had to be prepared for the encounteer-more so than Cornelius, because of
Peter's Jewish scruples — and he is having a pavadion in which he was instructed to eat
what he would have previously regarded as unclean:

“He saw heaven opened and something like a larget &feing let down to earth by its four
corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed aals) as well as reptiles of the earth and birds
of the air. Then a voice told him, "Get up, Pekél.and eat."” (Acts 10:11-13 NIV)

Peter resisted, but God insisted:

“'Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have nevetten anything impure or unclean.” The
voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call himg impure that God has made clean.”
This happened three times, and immediately thet steeetaken back to heaven.” (Acts
10:14-16 NIV)

Peter must acknowledge God'’s right to determinetwghelean and to redefine boundaries
for the gospel era. The message was so importanit tivas giverthree timesbeforethe
sheet was taken back to heaveater must not treat any of the creatures in igiervas
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profane, since God has declared them to be clé#mat was implicit in the teaching of Jesus
(Mark 7:14-23) is now made explicitslide showing unclean animals in Jewish [L.aBy the
time he explains the vision to Cornelius and hisdehold, Peter recognises that he should no
longer allow the Levitical laws to keep him fronsasiating with Gentiles (v. 28) — it was of
course Jewish food laws which formed a large piattebarrier to associating with Gentiles

— and the events that follow after that (vv. 30-#@Xke it clear that Gentiles do not have to
conform to Jewish customs in order to benefit fibm salvation brought by Jesus.

While Peter was still pondering over his vision thessengers from Cornelius arrived,
identified themselves and explained their missioth Beter invited them into the house to
stay. For Peter to invite Gentiles into the howas definitely a step in the right direction.

The next day Peter left with Cornelius’ men, takangfellow Jewish believers from Joppa
with him, and arrived at Cornelius’ house in Caeaaklide showing relationship of Joppa
and Caesarelawhere he was greeted by Cornelius and his feerdl relatives. s[ide
showing picture of Caesarpdeter made it clear that he had been preparedeblyord to
accept association with Gentiles and to enter dil@drouse, both of which were strictly
against Jewish custom. Peter had obviously grag@edider implications of his vision,
which had only explicitly dealt with food.

Peter then asked why Cornelius had sent for himGordelius explained his vision and
asked that Peter tell him everything God had congedrmim to say:

“So | sent for you immediately, and it was good/ofi to come. Now we are all here in the
presence of God to listen to everything the Lorsl t@mmanded you to tell us."” (Acts 10:33
NIV)

Peter then preached a simple but powerful Gospssage to Cornelius starting by stating
that God had no favourites and that men from d@lbna were fully accepted by Him, so that
non-Jewish persons could achieve salvation onahmeedasis as Jews. Peter testified to the
resurrection, saying that he had eaten and druttkthe risen Lord. All who heard the
message received the Holy Spirit — the PentecasteoGentile world had arrived:

“While Peter was still speaking these words, théytEpirit came on all who heard the
message.” (Acts 10:44 NIV)

The giving of the Holy Spirit to Gentiles astonidhite other Jewish believers from Joppa:
“The circumcised believers who had come with Pete astonished that the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the GentHer they heard them speaking in
tongues and praising God. .......... " (Acts 10:45-46 NIV

It was very like the original Pentecost. As Pautls“in one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body, whether Jews or Greeks” (1 Corinthian$3)2 Paul also tells us (1 Corinthians
12:10, 30) that the gift of tongues was not bestba all those who received the Spirit, so
we mustn't see the gift of tongues as essentideece of the bestowing of the Holy Spirit.

Then they were all baptised:

R Then Peter said, "Can anyone keep thesplpdmm being baptised with water?
They have received the Holy Spirit just as we Ha8e.he ordered that they be baptised in
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Pestayavith them for a few days.” (Acts
10:46-48 NIV).

Apart from this incident, Peter is not recordecaangelising or testifying to Gentiles.
Indeed a few years later it was agreed that Phtarld evangelise to the Jews whilst Paul
and Barnabas would focus on the Gentiles (Galaah4.0).
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No one suggested that the new Gentile believersldhoe circumcised — which was soon to
become an important precedent — but rather Pezardhggested that they be baptised. He
baptised them in the name of Jesus and remainédivain for a few days. This acceptance
of Gentile believers on equal terms was an inctgdibportant turning point for the early
church.

The news of what had happened and what Peter hedspwead widely throughout Judea
and it reached Jerusalem before Peter himselfrredur

“The apostles and the brothers throughout Judeal tieat the Gentiles also had received the
word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusaleengitiiumcised believers criticised him
and said, "You went into the house of uncircumciseh and ate with them."” (Acts 11:1-3
NIV)

inevitably Peter attracted criticism and hostifity what he had done. This reminds us of the
criticism of Christ by the Pharisees for “eatindgiwsinners”. The use of “circumcised” as
opposed to “uncircumcised” terminology highlighte tdebate about Gentile Christians
which was to come. Peter’s authority was not gagas to guarantee automatic acceptance
of his deeds and this was probably the beginningend for the apostles in Jerusalem.
Indeed it would not be long before James the brathdesus would be appointed leader of
the church there.

Then Peter recounted his vision and what he had tothe Jerusalem church and finished
with the climax of the Holy Spirit being given toet Gentiles whilst he was speaking to them.
He explained that this meant that God did not diifiate between Jews and Gentiles. The
Jerusalem church accepted this and praised God:

“When they heard this, they had no further objextiand praised God, saying, "So then, God
has granted even the Gentiles repentance unt§ ljfects 11:18 NIV)

an epoch making decision by the conservative lsagfethe Jerusalem church which was to
set the scene for the next development in the trynid the early church.

Wider Mission to the Gentiles

Luke now moves the focus to what is to be the rtfame of the remainder of the book of
Acts — mission to the Gentiles — apart from a fexatount of persecution by Herod Agrippa
in Jerusalem, which we’ll come to in a moments tibt that evangelism to Jews must stop,
but rather that evangelism to the Gentiles musinbiegearnest. As Paul was later to write
(indeed it's almost a refrain in the early chapt#rRomans), the gospel was intended ‘first
for the Jew, then for the Gentile’. Luke is leagup to his account of the heroic work of
Saul. But first, he tells us that many Jewishénadrs had been scattered in the persecution
which had started after Stephen’s death, and wairelynspreading the gospel message to
other Jews. But, a few were spreading the megsa@entiles in Antioch:

“Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyremst to Antioch and began to speak
to Greeks also, telling them the good news abaut.trd Jesus.” (Acts 11:20 NIV)

[slide of AntiochAntioch was an important city in the Roman wopdpbably third after
Rome and Alexandria, with a population of aroun@,800. We see that the early phases of
the mission to the Gentiles were led by unknownamuhmed evangelists — but how
important their work was! It was bearing fruit:

“The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great nunabgreople believed and turned to the
Lord.” (Acts 11:21 NIV)

so when the Jerusalem church heard this they setnén apostle, but Barnabas to Antioch:
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“News of this reached the ears of the church ats&em, and they sent Barnabas to
Antioch.” (Acts 11:22 NIV)

In fact Barnabas was a superb, God ordained clamidédhe encouraged this work of
evangelism to the Gentiles.

[slide of Tarsus and Antiogsoon the scale of the work in Antioch was so gtieat
Barnabas needed help, and he went to Tarsus t&antland brought him to Antioch. The
two ministered together in Antioch where they taughny people. Antioch was to become
Paul’'s home base and the starting point for alhfissionary journeys. Luke tells us that
believers in Christ were first called ChristiansAintioch:

“and when he found [Saul], he brought him to Antio§o for a whole year Barnabas and
Saul met with the church and taught great numbiegpeaple. The disciples were called
Christians first at Antioch.” (Acts 11:26 NIV)slide of Antioch

Luke regularly shows the importance of teachingrasssential aspect of evangelism (e.qg.,
Acts 2:14-36; 3:12-26; 13:16-41) and as a vitalmaed growing a church to maturity and
keeping believers faithful to the Lord (e.g.: ActsA1-22; 18:11, 24-28; 19:8-10; 20:17-35).
Here it's worth noting that there is a traditiontloé early church that Luke was a native of
Antioch and that he became a believer at this time.

The missionary work was now authenticated by gootks: The believers in Antioch were
informed of a forthcoming famine by the Christiaoghet Agabus, exercising his gift of
prophecy under God’s direction:

“During this time some prophets came down from Salem to Antioch. One of them, named
Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predidbed & severe famine would spread over the
entire Roman world. (This happened during the reigGlaudius.)” (Acts 11:27-28 NIV)

and so the church in Antioch decided to make promifor their brothers in Judea:

“The disciples, each according to his ability, ded to provide help for the brothers living in
Judea. This they did, sending their gift to theeeddoy Barnabas and Saul.” (Acts 11:29-30
NIV)

Why the church in Antioch deduced that Judea wbelgarticularly badly affected is not
clear, although we know from Josephus that Juddawdfer from bad harvests and localised
famine at this time. This was to become Saul'®sdwisit to Jerusalem. It's not completely
clear whether this is the same visit that Paulesrdf in chapter 2 of his letter to the
Galatians — although | believe that it was, becalisenature of Paul’'s comments in Galatians
make it fairly clear that he was writing prior teetJerusalem council and speaking of events
before the decisions of that council.

More Persecution in Jerusalem

Around this time — probably 42 or 43 AD — King HérAgrippa |, who was now king of
Judea and Samaria (although not a very secure, laogymenced a new persecution of the
Christians in Jerusalem. This was no doubt domease the Jewish leaders of the day. The
Greek of Acts implies quite a lot of violence — ahi$ is what we read of. The disciple
James became the second Christian martyr as h&kied with a sword” and Peter was
imprisoned under heavy guard just before the Passethis is further evidence that things
were turning against the apostles. Note that dathdof James does not lead to the
appointment of a new apostle — the days of thevievate over. No doubt Peter would also
have been tried and executed, but he was beingsrprayed for:

“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church wasestly praying to God for him.” (Acts
12:5 NIV)
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here the Greek indicates fervent prayer by thesbets, which has great power (James 5:16)
and this led to a miraculous rescue from God:

“Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a 8gbne in the cell. He struck Peter on the
side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, techains fell off Peter’s wrists. Then
the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes andiaksi’ And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak
around you and follow me," the angel told him. P&é#owed him out of the prison, but he
had no idea that what the angel was doing wasyrbafpppening; he thought he was seeing a
vision. They passed the first and second guardsame to the iron gate leading to the city.
It opened for them by itself, and they went throitghVhen they had walked the length of
one street, suddenly the angel left him. Then Retere to himself and said, "Now | know
without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel asdued me from Herod’s clutches and from
everything the Jewish people were anticipatingd¢té 12:7-11 NIV)

Luke does not say where Peter’s prison was, s quite probably in the Antonia fortress,
where Paul was later confined. (Acts 21:31-23:38lide of Antonia Fortregs The fortress
stood northwest of the temple area, and a fliglstes probably led down from it to street
level, comparable to flights excavated south andhswest of the temple mount since 1968.
That James should die while Peter should escapenigstery of divine providence which has
been repeated countless times in the history opéople of God. By faith, says the writer to
the Hebrews, some “escaped the edge of the swioydgith others “were killed with the
sword” (Hebrews 11:34, 37).

Peter then went to the house of the mother of Mk (probably the cousin of Barnabas
(Colossians 4:10) and the author of the gospel afkyland made known his miraculous
release before making good his escape from Agrippalice. Peter asked them to tell James
the oldest half-brother of Jesus (who by know setenfve become the leader of the church
in Jerusalem) and the other brothers. Peter thparted and went underground so
successfully that he escaped, indeed to this vayyd-one knows where he went, and Herod
ordered the prison guards executed as under Romarguards who allowed a prisoner to
escape suffered the penalty he would have been due.

According to both Luke and Josephus, Herod thed slertly (a few months to a year)
afterwards and Luke tells us that with Agrippascal the church continued to grow and
multiply in Jerusalem.

Paul’'s First Missionary Journey

[slide of map of jounéyPaul’s three, or possibly four, missionary joysievere obviously
enormously important in spreading Christianity asrthe then known world and I'm sure the
church wouldn’t have spread so far so fast witlibam. But, the spread of the church
wasn'’t totally dependent on them, they weren’tahly factor. For example, the church in
Rome was established without Paul even visiting &amthe introduction to the Epistle to
the Romans makes clear. What may have been evenimportant were Paul’s letters,
which helped to keep established churches on ¢ piath, and ensured that correct
Christian doctrine was taught. We shall be lookanthis in more detail when we consider
the writing of the New Testament. These letterseveemajor factor in combating the
heresies which became so prevalent in the earlschhu

Saul and Barnabas, returning from Jerusalem trekeg@iup John Mark as an additional

disciple and returned to Antioch from where theyevgoon sent out on Paul’s first
missionary journey to bring the gospel to the Gesti
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“While they were worshipping the Lord and fastittgg Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | haveecalthem.” So after they had fasted and
prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent tff.” (Acts 13:2-3 NIV)

The idea of mission to the Gentiles was not conspletew. Phillip had converted the
Ethiopian and Peter had converted Cornelius, yaresed ministry to the Gentile
community at large was a new departure.

[slide of journeySaul, Barnabas and John Mark set sail from S&leRieria a port on the
coast near Antioch fonew slide of journdySalamis in Cyprus, about 60 miles away.
Barnabas was a Cypriot by birth, which might halayg@d a part in this choice of destination.
We also know that Jewish believers had alreadydirbine word to Jews in Cyprus (Acts
11:19). pew slide of journgyFrom Salamis they crossed the island of Cypru3aphos,
some 90 miles Westnéw slide of journey and second slide of Papfrasn where they

sailed to Perga. They then travelleg\ slide of journdyaround the Southern Galatian area
of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. eytthen reversed their steps through these
towns, hew slide of journdyreturning to the coastal port of Attalia befoeelisg back to
Seleucia Pieria for Antioch.

At Salamis in Cyprus, the administrative centré&a$tern Cyprus, the missionaries
proclaimed God’s word in synagogues, following S&aptinciple that the gospel was first for
the Jew (Romans 1:16). This was a pattern of metioich became characteristic of
Barnabas and Saul's missions, although we areofwbtftthey had any success in Salamis.
They then crossed Cyprus to Paphos, the seat prtivencial government, on the Southwest
coast of the island. Here they met with the precb®ergius Paullus, who was interested in
Christianity, but they were opposed by the Jewtsherer Bar-Jesus (who obviously felt his
position with the proconsul was endangered), whoey thallenged and defeated. From this
time on Luke calls Saul by his Roman name of Patley then sailed for Perga where Luke
tells us that John Mark left them and returnedetmgalem, an action which was to remain in
Saul’'s memory and have consequences for the nyiriédar.

The next point of interest in the journey is PiaidAntioch, about 100 miles from Perga
[slide of Pisidian Antioch plus another slide ofi@i@n Antiocl}, where Paul again preached
in the synagogue. Josephus tells us that therawabstantial Jewish population there,
which might explain why Paul concentrated on ieré] the synagogue ministry is given
great prominence and a Christ-centred sermon agded with an emphasis for the Jews on
not missing the salvation offered by Jesus. Pasl asked to preach again, but, opposition
from unbelieving Jews, awakened by Gentile intereftaul's message and Gentile
attendance at the synagogue, the second time Redhed, necessitated a turning away
from synagogue ministry and a more direct engagéemih Gentiles. This scenario of
general rejection of the gospel by the Jews - atjhahere were always some who believed -
was to become the general pattern of Paul's mynisfiowever, evangelism to the Gentiles
was apparently a great success and the gospetispi@aly in the region:

“When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad amtbhred the word of the Lord; and all
who were appointed for eternal life believed. Therdwof the Lord spread through the whole
region.” (Acts 13:48-49 NIV)

but Jewish opposition drove them from this arelzdmium, a city about 90 miles south-east
of Pisidian Antioch.

The same pattern of Jewish opposition is repeatécbnium (Acts 14:1-7) and the

opposition is so fierce that the apostles are untbfinish their ministry, so they flee to the
nearby city of Lystra (18 miles from Iconium). llgstra, however, there appears to have
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been no synagogue and there was an immediate decavith paganism, as Paul challenged
the inhabitants to turn from idolatry to the liviGpd (Acts 14:8-18). Paul backed up his
preaching with at least one miraculous healing afigpled man who had never walked and
had such great success that he had difficulty pitavg the local population from
worshipping them as gods. Here, Luke refers td &adi Barnabas as apostles for the first
time. Jewish opposition to this ministry came frBmidian Antioch and Iconium, forcing

the missionaries to move on to Derbe, another 3&surther on (Acts 14:19-20). The
strength of this opposition in Lystra can be meaduny the fact that some Jews were
travelling from Pisidian Antioch more than 100 rsil@way in order to deliver it, and it was
so successful that Paul was stoned and left fait gthough he was in fact still alive).

Paul's missionary journeys were not full of triuraphsuccess but were rather the way of the
Cross.

Although there was a priority of ministry to Jewkexever possible through the synagogues,
there is a lot of focus on ministry to the Gentil&espite the opposition which has been
encountered, the return by way of Lystra and Icamianables them to strengthen and
encourage both new disciples and the churches (Ac#l-28) appointing elders for the
churches (Acts 14:23). Paul taught them about emglhhardships, a subject which must
have been on his heart after his recent stoniragl &d Barnabas then preached in Perga and
returned to Attalia from where they sailed backyoian Antioch. Whatever the success of
ministry amongst the Jews, the whole campaignasuated in terms of “opening a door of
faith to the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27). The first misnary journey of Paul had occupied at least
a year and probably more, but soon the apostléhaxk to leave for Jerusalem, to represent
the interests of Gentile believers at the Jerus&enmcil.

Back in Syrian Antioch they reported what God hade] especially in terms of opening the
door of faith to the Gentiles and stayed some timee. It's likely that in this period (around
AD 48) Paul wrote his first pastoral letter — Gelas — to the churches he had just helped to
found. Dating Galatians prior to the Jerusalemr@du which we are about to consider —
explains Peter’s strange behaviour about assogiatith Gentiles at Antioch (Galatians
2:11-14), the statements about the circumcisiohitols (Galatians 2:3), and the fact that Paul
doesn’t mention the Jerusalem Council or its denrégalatians (which should surely have
been relevant to his arguments about circumcismmhJaidaisers).

The Council of Jerusalem

Now Jewish teachers arrive in Antioch from Judedstart teaching that Gentiles cannot be
saved unless they are circumcised (Acts 15:1)ufdfly Paul and Barnabas hotly disputed
this and eventually they were appointed, along witine other believers, to go to Jerusalem
to meet with the apostles and elders there to demdthis issue (Acts 15:2). They travelled
through Phoenicia and Samaria encouraging themt alhesuccess of the mission to the
Gentiles. On arrival in Jerusalem they reportedtiad been happening in their ministry,
but believers who were Pharisees asserted thatl€&emust indeed be circumcised (Acts
15:4-5). It's likely that Jewish Christians weoscerned that they were becoming
outnumbered by Gentile Christians and they aldatiat Gentile Christians had to make
some kind of submission to Jewish Law. Peter,aubtiprepared by his experiences with
Cornelius, stood up and defended the doctrinelg&san by faith without any need for
works such as circumcision (Acts 15:7-11). Thisirtually the last we hear of Peter, his
legitimization of the mission to the Gentiles is kst great work of which we know. Yet,
other voices remained to be heard, especiallyghd&mes, the half brother of Jesus.
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Barnabas and Paul validated their ministry be deisgy the miracles God had enabled them
to perform (Acts 15:12) and James (who was nowdeatlthe church in Jerusalem)
proposed a compromise position whereby Gentilealdhwot be required to be circumcised
but should instead:

R abstain from food polluted by idols, fromxael immorality, from the meat of
strangled animals and from blood.” (Acts 15:20 NIV)

This was an important, indeed vital, turning pdortthe development of the early church. If
all Gentile converts had been required to be cimsetd (and so become Jewish proselytes
observing Jewish Law) in order that they could &eed, then it would have been much more
difficult to bring Gentiles into the Christian clulr. Instead they are required to conform to
rules rather like those set out for “resident afesmder Jewish Law (Leviticus 17 and 18).
This decree was incredibly important, it was a @éce in the development of the early
church which justifies and validates what had happeso far and makes possible what was
to come. From now on the Jerusalem church fadeghe background and the real focus is
on the spread of the church, to both Jewish andiléeonverts, throughout the Roman
Empire. Against the majority of scholars, | beédahat this meeting is completely different
from the meeting described by Paul in Galatianptha2, since it would surely have been
important for Paul to inform the Galatians of tleeidion of the council — which is not
mentioned in Galatians.

So now the apostles and elders of the Jerusalenslteant two church leaders, Judas (also
called Barsabbas) and Silas, back to Antioch withlRnd Barnabas bearing an official letter
from the Jerusalem church:

“With them they sent the following letter: The apjes and elders, your brothers, To the
Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:getings. We have heard that some went out
from us without our authorisation and disturbed,ytooubling your minds by what they said.
So we all agreed to choose some men and send thgoo with our dear friends Barnabas
and Paul— men who have risked their lives for thme of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore
we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by wbrdamuth what we are writing. It seemed
good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden yotln anything beyond the following
requirements: You are to abstain from food sa@&dito idols, from blood, from the meat of
strangled animals and from sexual immorality. Yall e well to avoid these things.
Farewell.” (Acts 15:23-29 NIV)

The church in Antioch was encouraged by this woodhfJerusalem and Judas and Silas also
encouraged and strengthened them (Acts 15:30B@®ntually Judas and Silas returned to
Jerusalem, but Paul and Barnabas remained at Anffaxts 15:33-35).

Paul's Second Missionary Journey

[slide of journey Some time later Paul suggested to Barnabaghbgtshould together make
a further visit to the churches they had foundeGatatia (Acts 15:36). Barnabas agreed, but
wanted to take John Mark with them (Acts 15:37aulRvas vehemently opposed to this
because of what he saw as John Mark’s desertithreofprevious mission and this led to an
acrimonious dispute between Paul and Barnabas (&c88-39). This dispute culminated in
Barnabas leaving for Cyprus with John Mark and Reawing for Syria with Silas (who had
apparently returned to Antioch from Jerusalem Iy time) (Acts 15:39-41). This is the last
we hear of Barnabas in Acts, but he apparentlyrecacolleague of Paul once again as he
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appears in 1 Corinthians 9:6. Barnabas’s confidemd/ark was justified as he later became
a colleague of Paul (Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothylahd he eventually became the author
of what is almost certainly the first gospel. Tinarks the beginning of Paul’'s second
missionary journey, probably late in AD Slifle of journeyagain commencing from Paul’s
base at Antioch.

Travelling overland this time, Paul first of alkited the churches previously founded in
Derbe and Lystra, where we are introduced to Timpetho lived in Lystra (Acts 16:1). As
we know Timothy would come to play an enormouslpamant part in Paul’s later ministry.
Paul addressed two letters to him, listed him es-sender of numerous letters and named
him as a co-worker in still others. Paul obviougted him from the beginning, because he
decided to take him along on his mission after iigViim circumcised, probably because he
was the son of a Jewish mother (2 Timothy 1:5)a@teek father (who had presumably
refused to have him circumcised) and thus he wiastefely an apostate Jew. This would
have made it very difficult for him to minister Jews (and would even have made things
difficult for Paul with him as a companion) — sauPlhad him circumcised to assist in their
ministry to the Jews (Acts 16:2-3). Paul resistiedumcision of Gentile believers, but Paul
was treating Timothy as a Jew (albeit an apostag dot a Gentile. Paul himself became
like a Jew to win the Jews (1 Corinthians 9:20% tlRey moved around they made known the
decree of the Jerusalem Council (Acts 16:5) ascihugd only be helpful in their mission,
especially given the trouble being fomented bylhaaisers (Galatians 5:10-12; 6:12-16)

[new slide of journgyPaul then visited the churches already foundddanium and Pisidian
Antioch [new slide of journgyand then broke new ground in Dorylaeum, NiceaRnga.
They then wanted to go into the province of Aslaut-the Holy Spirit would not allow that
(Acts 16:6), so they went down to Troas. It's ieting that on the way to Troas they were
again prevented from entering Asia “by the Spifil@sus” (Acts 16:7). Luke is making it
quite clear that Christ is still in charge of hisuech and its ministry. In due time the gospel
was brought to Asia as we know from Acts 19 anckteP1:1. few slide of journgyPaul’s
missionary journeys show an amazing combinatioteoéful planning and sensitivity to the
leading of the Holy Spirit. In Troas Paul had sien of a man from Macedonia asking for
help [new slide of journgyand so Paul sailed to Samothrace and on to Nsaf@adts 16:11),
a total distance of about 160 miles. It's intaresthat here Luke says “we” sailed to
Macedonia, so | think we can take it that Luke oqetvith Paul, Silas and Timothy in Troas
and accompanied them to Macedonia. We have nod@t@ny evangelistic work in
Neapolis. Presumably they had concluded that ¢ dequired was their preaching of the
gospel in the main cities of Macedoniae\v slide of journgyrrom Neapolis they travelled
to Philippi, the leading city of Macedoniglile of Philipp] and stayed there for a few days
(Acts 16:12). This is actually the longest accanrcts of ministry in any one town and we
have no way of knowing exactly how long Paul stayeste. Apparently there was no
synagogue there as Paul does not follow his usaatipe of commencing preaching in the
synagogue. This can only mean there were verydéswent Jews — 10 men were required to
start a synagogue. Luke records three differeisbepes presenting different kinds of people
encountered by Paul in his ministry. These arer@sting and instructive, and we know that
Paul founded a thriving Christian fellowship in Rpi, but because of limitations of time
we’re going to move on. The two things I'm goimgnbention are that, firstly Paul made his
first convert in Europe, Lydia, and secondly, Paudl Silas were supernaturally released
from prison in a miracle very reminiscent of theawulous release of Peter from jail that we
looked at earlier, except that instead of escaptag] converts the jailer and his family to
Christianity.
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When Paul and Silas were released from prisondit@ifing day, they went to Lydia’s house
and were encouraged by the believers there. Tieyleft Philippi westwards along the
Egnatian way, arriving in Thessalonica, about 9@snivest of Philippi and the principal city
of Macedonia, by way of Amphipolis and Apollorireew slide of journely Luke perhaps
stayed behind in Philippi, at any rate he reappi@aPhilippi in Acts chapter 20 at the
beginning of the second “we” section of Acts. Bodsequent history of the Philippian
church makes pleasant reading. They made repgiiteto Paul during his subsequent
travels and during his Roman imprisonment.

At Thessalonica there was a Jewish synagogue ariddlawed his usual custom of
preaching there. Some Jews received the gospdienaine believers, we can assume that
Jason who is hamed as their host (Acts 17:5) waobthese, but the usual pattern of Jewish
opposition and persecution quickly arose. The spiiam must have been particularly
intense, because Paul and the others fled frorn&lsouse and, following the arrest of
Jason and some other believers (Acts 17:6) who feeced to post a good behaviour bond
(Acts 17:9), left Thessalonica under cover of nigkdts 17:10). They did not leave on the
Egnatian way (which Paul had perhaps originallgriked to follow to Rome, although Jews
were banished from Rome around AD 49), but insteawt south-west to Berea, about 40
miles from Thessalonica. In any event, Paul’s stigiin Thessalonica was clearly very
successful. We know that by the time he left,d@igan converts outnumbered Jewish
believers (1 Thessalonians 1:9).

[new slide of journgyin Berea Paul again preached in the synagoguevasdetter received
there (Acts 17:10-11). But, as had been the paiteGalatia, Jews from Thessalonica
followed Paul and his companions to Berea and nradéle for them, and once again Paul
had to leave quickly and quietly although Silas @mdothy were able to stay on in Berea.

Paul journeyed on to Athens, possibly by sea dngges along the coastal road, sending back
instructions for Timothy and Silas to join him inlh&ns. Whilst waiting for them he
commenced evangelistic preaching (Acts 17:17), bmthe Jews in the synagogue and to the
pagans in the agora or marketplace. Waiting ireAthhe was greatly perturbed by the
terrible pagan idolatry he found there, althoughes also represented the height of
intellectual and philosophical learning in thatipdr The statues and architecture we admire
today as art represented pagan temples and imgagan gods in Paul’s time. Paul was
every inch an intellectual and disputed successaghinst the religious and philosophical
leaders of the Court of the Aeropagus, which esectjurisdiction in matters of religion and
morals, converting a number of their leading figuf&cts 17:34). His speech to the
Aeropagus is masterfully adapted to Hellenisticsosing (so much so that many
commentators have disputed that Paul could haveeded it) and a complete contrast to his
addresses in synagogues — as we would expect tigerery different nature of the
audiences. Paul doesn't quote from Hebrew scept(which would have been unknown to
his audience), but instead quotes Greek poets.fahé¢hat Paul could successfully defend
and indeed promote Christianity before the forenpasgfan intellectual authorities of his day
shows that we need not be afraid of defending Ganisy before the pagan intellectuals of
our own day.

Paul then left Athens and went to Corifghde of journey]a very important city, the largest

and most cosmopolitan in Greece some 45 miles (#ess 18:1)[slide of Corinth]. It had
two ports one on the Adriatic Sea and one on thgeAr Sea and cargoes and even whole
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ships were transported overland between the tvewaal a long and treacherous journey by
sea. The Corinthians were probably the most lioastpeople in the Roman Empire, their
chief goddess was Aphrodite, the goddess of I&aul's later letters to the church in Corinth
make it clear that the Christian community there dificulty in maintaining the required
standards of sexual conduct. Here Paul teamedthpJewish Christians named Aquila and
his wife Priscilla, who had left Italy because lo¢ tbanishment of Jews from Rome by the
Emperor Claudius (Acts 18:2), a couple with whonfdrened a firm and lifelong friendship.
Like Paul Aquila was a tentmaker (Acts 18:3). Aarge commercial city, Corinth had a
substantial Jewish community and Paul followedusisal practice of commencing by
preaching in the synagogues. When Silas and Tirenttived with a gift of money from the
community in Philippi (2 Corinthians 11:9), Pauldéed himself to full time ministry (Acts
18:4-5). The Jews opposed his preaching, butlgleat as violently as in Thessalonica,
since Paul stayed on teaching for a year and g/Aet$ 18:11). However, the opposition
was such that Paul ceased teaching the Jews andritcated on ministry to the Gentiles
(Acts 18:6-7). We know from Paul’s letters to therinthians that the church became quite
large, certainly large enough to develop a numbéxations. Paul probably wrote both of
his letters to the church in Thessalonica from &bril Thessalonians in around 51 AD and
2 Thessalonians in either late 51 or early 52 AD.

We're not quite sure why Paul left Corinth, althbube mention of the fulfilment of a vow
(Acts 18:18) perhaps connects it with the visiorhhd in Corinth about his ministry there
(Acts 18:9-10) or with his probable coming visitkerusalem. slide of return journelyin

any event, Paul did leave and sailed to Ephesusual port of call on the way to Syria)
accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila from where éteimed to Syrian Antioch by way of
Rhodes and Caesarea (Acts 18:18-22), most likely avwery brief side trip to Jerusalem,
possibly to keep the Passover (Acts 18:22) — wbathlid also have had some connection
with the fulfilment of a vow we just mentioned. idilla and Aquila remained in Ephesus
presumably continuing the Christian witness thé?aul’s brief visit here to Ephesus would
set the scene for his much longer visit there duhis third missionary journey.

Paul's Third Missionary Journey

Paul’s brief return to Antioch in what is now prabaAD 52, was no more than a brief
interlude between his second missionary journeytaedhird journey which was to
commence in AD 53. Paul set out from Antioch,tingj the Galatian and Phyrgian churches
(Acts 18:23). $lide of new journdyStrictly speaking this was pastoral work ratheart
mission, as the churches in Galatia had been falsdme years before — but this follow up
and teaching and nurturing was a vital part of Baubrk. Don't forget the great commission
was to make disciples of all nations not conveftlinations. Meanwhile, a disciple named
Apollos, was being taught and mentored in Ephegusduila and Priscilla (Acts 18:24-26)
who commended him to believers in Achaia. HeftaftCorinth (where he clearly did much
good work and figures in Paul’s letters to the @itiians) and Paul arrived in Ephesus (Acts
19:1) — ajourney of 1,000 to 1,500 miles fromidah. Ephesus was to prove to be the last
known major place of Paul’s work of ground breakmigsion. However, given that Ephesus
was the largest and most important city in Asia &djnt was a fruitful and important ground
and all the seven churches of Revelation may wed their existence to Paul’s period of
ministry in Ephesus.

On arrival in Ephesus Paul found believers there tdd not been baptised with the Holy
Spirit (Acts 19:2-4), possibly followers of JohretBaptist or disciples taught by Apollos
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(who, in spite of his generally good knowledge of taith, had only known the baptism of
John before meeting Priscilla and Aquila). Paydtised these disciples and laid hands on
them and they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:6jlon’t think we should see this incident
as an argument for re-baptism of those who havewed a Christian baptism, whether they
were filled by the Spirit at this time or not. élieve the significance here is that their
previous baptism was not truly a Christian baptimoause it was not in the name of Jesus
Christ.

Paul then commenced his work in Ephesus in eaco@sinencing by preaching in the
synagogue for three months (Acts 19:8). Againdmeimto opposition and then began
preaching daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannusdqgperiod of two years (Acts 19:9), which
gave him the opportunity to reach both Gentiles Jswls. God empowered Paul to perform
many miracles to validate his ministry (Acts 19:1The power of God found in Paul at
Ephesus is comparable to the power found in Petéerusalem. But, Jewish impostors who
tried to copy him were disgraced because they dichave a true faith in the name of Jesus
they were trying to employ (Acts 19:13-16). Peopbre so impressed that many sorcerers
were moved to repent and burn their expensivelsgpdtts 19:18-19). Paul’s ministry in
Ephesus flourished and he sent two helpers, TimatloyErastus to Macedonia while he
himself resolved to go to Jerusalem and later Royn@ay of Macedonia (Acts 19:21-22).
Paul will indeed arrive in Rome in due course, fmitin the way he imagined. We can't be
sure why he wanted to go to Jerusalem, but probailgs to deliver a collection to the
church there (Romans 15:25-31), this was probadt/gf his reason for going via
Macedonia and Achaia.

At this time there was a great uproar, indeed ta cmused by local silversmiths who made
replicas of the Temple of Artemis and who feareat hristianity would damage their trade
and so Paul left quietly for Macedonia (Acts 19:230:1). [slide of Artemis] However, as
we’ve already said Paul’'s ministry in Ephesus way Yruitful, although apparently fraught
with personal dangers to him not referred to byd bkt mentioned by Paul in his letters to
the Corinthians, and Paul stayed in Ephesus, |aihgerany other place he visited on his
missionary journeys. Paul wrote 1 Corinthiand®¢hurch in Corinth perhaps a little less
than a year before he left Ephesus — around 55 Abd-there were probably other letters to
the Corinthian church which are now lost.

[slide of journeySo, Paul now set off from Ephesus to revisit¢harches in Macedonia and
Achaia he had established on his second missigoamgey and with the further plans of
revisiting Jerusalem and then going on to Romaul &anost certainly wanted to visit
Jerusalem to deliver a major collection from vasiehurches in Asia, Macedonia and Greece
for the relief of poor Christians in Jerusalem dlRafers to this in several places (e.g.
Romans 15:25-29) — and we know that Paul wantedriee in Jerusalem in time for
Pentecost (Acts 20:16). Paul travelled through édaaia, probably writing 2 Corinthians at
this time, hew slide of journgyand finally arrived in Greece, where he stayedlicee
months, probably the winter months of AD 56/57,@maging the people (Acts 20:2-3). He
probably spent quite a lot of this time in Coriatind probably wrote his letter to the Romans
there during this time in order to prepare themhisrvisit. It's interesting that he suffered
quite a lot of opposition from the Jews in Macedodhiiring his first journey there, but we
hear of no opposition on this occasion.

Paul decided to return via Macedonia rather thasday because he discovered a plot to kill
him (presumably at the port or on the ship), anevbet accompanied by a number of
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disciples from various churches he had foundedg&6t4) — possibly as representatives of
churches which had contributed to the collectianGbristians in Jerusalem. Apparently they
went ahead of him and me up with him again in Ti@a$s 20:5) where Paul stayed with
them for seven days (Acts 20:g¥klide showing Troas]Luke himself also probably joined
them at this point as he reverts to the “we” siglActs 20:6 and probably stayed with them
until they eventually arrived in Jerusalem as thve™style continues until then.

Paul preached to the people in Troas at lengthwarsdenabled to resurrect a young man,
Eutychus, who suffered accidental death througdlavhilst listening to Paul’'s preaching
(Acts 20:7-11). Paul then went overland to Assbeme the ship carrying the others picked
him up and they sailed to Miletus via Mitylene (8&0:13-15). At Miletus, about 30 miles
from Ephesus, Paul had a long and emotional lastingewith the elders from the church in
Ephesus (Acts 20:17). Paul told them he was gmirdgrusalem to face hardships and prison
(Acts 20:23) and that he would never see them gdaits 20:25).[slide showing Miletus]

He warned them against false teachers and troukksidoth from inside and outside their
church (Acts 20:29-30), charged them to take chtbeair flocks and committed them into
God’s hands (Acts 20:32). Naturally they were ggekand they prayed and wept, Paul and
the others tore themselves away and the Ephesaanthem onto their ship (Acts 20:36-38).
This speech was effectively Paul's last will arstament to the churches he had founded on
both the East and West side of the Aegean. ltiataresting speech, the only recorded
speech by Paul to a Christian audience — in fdwstvery much the flavour of Paul's epistles
— but unfortunately we don't have time to looktan idetail this morning.

[slide of sea voyagePaul sailed for Cos, Rhodes and Patara andyioalko Tyre, this last

a sea voyage of some 400 miles, where Paul staye#®ven days. The direct voyage meant
that Paul had enough time to arrive in Jerusaletima for Pentecost. He met with elders of
the Christian church in Tyre who apparently haddifteof prophecy and they urged him not
to go to Jerusalem (Acts 21:4). Paul sailed oGdesarea where he met with Philip (Acts
21:8), who we already heard of as one of the sdeaaons and he apparently remained in
Caesarea. Here Paul also met the prophet AgatheH{ad previously foretold the famine
which arose in Claudius's day) who now prophediatl Paul would be bound in Jerusalem
(Acts 21:10-11) — although it's interesting thatehgs doesn't say that Paul shouldn't go. In
any event, Paul's mind was made up and he indisédhe must go to Jerusalem (Acts
21:13-15). In some ways Paul’s setting his fadlgrtowards Jerusalem parallels the
similar actions of Jesus before the crucifixion.

Paul now journeyed the final 65 miles or so frone§zea up to Jerusalem, accompanied by
some Christian friends from Caesarea, and so Pguiitsmissionary journey was complete.
His mission in Greece and the Aegean was also ampie would not return. In Jerusalem
Paul met with James and the brothers and the edfi¢éhe church, reported on his activities,
and they all received him warmly (Acts 21:17-28ut then matters took a turn for the worse
and Paul was told that he was accused of encowgydgins to turn away from the Law of
Moses (Acts 17:21). They told Paul that these nmiamws would hear that he was in
Jerusalem and so he should join in Jewish ritefidov that the rumours were untrue (Acts
21:22-24) and reiterated the Jerusalem decree vapphed to Gentile converts (Acts 21:25).

Paul duly took part in the rites of purificatiorteafthe long time he had spent in Gentile lands
(acts 21:26), but hostile Jews from the provincAsifi (where Paul had incurred particular
enmity during his ministry in Ephesus) stirred umab against Paul nonetheless (Acts
21:27-29) and he was seized (Acts 21:30). The Raogaarison alerted by the uproar came
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and arrested Paul and took him into the Antonitrdes to question him (Acts 21:31-33). If
the Roman troops had not intervened Paul wouldyshesre been beaten to death by the
mob.

So, mainly for reasons of time, we're going to ke&aul at this point. The remainder of
what Luke has to tell us about him in the book ofsAis interesting. The pace of the
narrative slows considerably in these final chap®4-28, drawing attention to the
significance of the events, and Paul's speechdégdaanany biographical details: ‘his
background, his calling as an emissary of the dobpefidelity to Jewish traditions, and
what he might represent to the interests of the &vostate’.

This does not mean that this section was somehsigried to legitimate Paul in the eyes of
Roman or Jewish readers. Luke didn’t write thekoof Acts primarily to persuade
outsiders of the truth of Christianity or to defdatedmain protagonists. Luke wanted his
patron Theophilus and all his other readers to ktiecertainty of the things they had been
taught (Luke: 1:1). Strengthened in that way,raeders would be better able to give a
reasoned and persuasive account of the hope thitateol them. As a work of edification
for Christian believers, Acts has a number of senterests, one of which is in Paul as ‘the
greatest of the early Christian leaders and missies’. The Twelve Apostles are presented
as foundational witnesses of the life, death, restion and ascension of the Lord Jesus.
After them, great preachers and missionaries,Ridip, Paul, and others, took their
testimony to the nations.

But, this closing section of Acts doesn’t reallyatlwith the development of the early church,
rather it deals with Paul's questionings and traald his imprisonment in Rome. These
didn’t contribute greatly to the development of daly church, except in that Paul taught
and strengthened the church in Rome and wrote dauaf Epistles during his first
imprisonment in Rome, Ephesians, Colossians, Ridis and Philemon, all around 61 AD,
and then Titus after his probable release fronfitesimprisonment, probably in 63 AD. |
believe he was released as we know from Josephtia tiumber of Jewish priests and other
Jewish prisoners were released at this time armdfiedm the writer to the Hebrews (Hebrews
13:23) that Timothy was released in Italy (proba®ime) about this time. All these letters
were important for the early church and still faamimportant part of the NT for us today.
Luke leaves us during Paul’s first imprisonment] #me fact that he does so leads me to
believe that he wrote Acts no later than 63 AD.sTias important implications for the
dating of the gospels as we shall see later. Atdhis time James the brother of the Lord
and head of the church in Jerusalem was executéglusalem, probably by stoning
(although tradition has it that he was thrown fritva pinnacle of the Temple).

| believe that after the book of Acts ends, Paus vedeased from house arrest in Rome,
possibly undertook a fourth missionary journeyhailtgh we can know little of this and
cannot even be certain that it took place) andagasn imprisoned in Rome, possibly around
66 AD after the violent persecution under Nero bachmenced in around 64 AD. The
reasons why | believe in a fourth missionary joyrbg Paul and a second imprisonment are
firstly that Eusebius implies that Paul was indesdased in Rome in his Ecclesiastical
History (and if Paul was released he would almesiainly have wanted to undertake a
further mission to new ground), secondly that otrety Christian literature (e.g. Clement of
Rome,Epistle to the CorinthiangActus Petri Vercellensesd the Muratorian Canon)
implies that Paul took the gospel to Spain andithithere is a gap in Paul’s writing of letters
between Ephesians etc. and 1 and 2 Timothy whialellsexplained by a journey.
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| think it was during Paul’s second imprisonmeratthe wrote 1 and 2 Timothy in around 66
AD and that he was executed by the sword (Romaens were exempt from crucifixion) in
67 AD. In many ways Paul serves as a bridge betwreinitial apostles like Peter and
Luke’s readers and indeed us as Christian beligedesy. Paul stands out in lonely grandeur
as undoubtedly one of the most remarkable andenflal figures in history.

Church tradition has it that Peter was also executé&kome by being crucified upside down
(because he didn’'t want to imitate Christ in thusfler the Neronian persecution around this
time. Although it's much more likely that he wasi@fied in the normal way. It is very
unlikely that Peter was ever in Rome before 63 AiDde neither Paul nor Luke mention

this) and so it is extremely improbable that henfibed the church in Rome as some traditions
have it. It is much more likely that it was foudday Jewish Christians fleeing persecution in
Jerusalem who had heard Peter preach. Certamlgéa that Peter was bishop of Rome for
25 years (popular in the Catholic church) is a cleteperror.

| think that Paul’s mission to the Gentiles hadejailot to teach us about mission and the
church today. Firstly, Paul preached a messadgewsmuncompromisingly theologically
correct and accurate and gently corrected his tlesravhen they deviated from it. He might
have been all things to all men in terms of con@langside them to gain their trust and
friendship, but he didn’'t accommodate theologicalBecondly, Paul came alongside his
churches as much as he could, spent time withebple and became part of their lives, or
where he couldn’t do that he tried to get membé&rgsomissionary team to do it. Thirdly he
didn’t just make converts with an altar call, hedaalisciples. He created fellowship and
worship structures — churches — and drew convettstihese churches where they could be
taught, fed and nurtured. Today we too often igrtbhe elements of teaching and feeding and
leading converts into a church structure.

A few years after Paul’'s execution, Jerusalem hadliemple were destroyed in 70 AD — as
Christ had predicted — by Roman forces putting dtdvengreat Jewish rebellion (which had
started in 66 AD), and this did much to break tiersy ties which had existed between
Judaism and Christianity.

The final 30 years of the first century AD are ensidled in a mysterious darkness
illuminated only slightly by the writings of Johors of Zebedee (John the apostle) and
probably end with the peaceful death of John indspk around 100 AD. | believe it’s likely
that John was exiled to Patmos around the end o’ &eeign, where he wrote Revelation,
and that after his release he returned to Ephebasavhe wrote his letters and his gospel.
This is a period of church history about which v least and would like to know most.
Christian converts in this period probably belongeaktly to the middle and lower classes of
society, such as fishermen, peasants, mecharaders, freedmen, slaves — although of
course there were notable exceptions. By 100 Adetinay have been up to 500,000
Christians in the Roman Empire out of a total papah of 100 million or so.

Before we move on from this section of our talg vitorth noting once again how the gospel
spread first culturally from Jew, to related pead@amarians), to God fearing Gentiles and
finally pagan Gentiles and second geographicatignfderusalem, to Judea, to Samaria and
finally to the ends of the earth. The commissidncl Jesus had given to the apostles in his
last words before his ascension (Acts 1:8) was arelts way to fulfilment. Also, thanks not
only to Paul, but to countless unnamed Christidiebers whose names are known only to
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our Father, churches and communities of Christeebers had been planted and established
throughout the known world.

THE WRITING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

We've already looked at the writing of some of Paldtters, but now let’s look at the
writing of the NT more systematically. First of lt’s look at what the NT is and why it is
what it is. In theological terms that's called thsue of canonicity.

The New Testament Canon

[slide] The 27 books in the NT section of your Bible ateatvs called the NT Canon — the
list of books that have been recognised as hatiagnécessary inspired quality to be part of
the Bible and which are generally accepted as silitie. first canon comprising all the 27
books currently included in the NT wasn't officjyadistablished until 393 AD by the Synod of
Hyppo — but it was largely established much earl#iso this official recognition didn’t give
the canon any authority it didn’t already posseggust confirmed that authority.

The basic criterion for what was included in theaawas divine inspiration and the main
test for this was ‘apostolicity’. For the churclasvbuilt upon the foundation of the apostles.
This does not necessarily mean apostolic authgrbliipextended to apostolic association or
approval.

The early church had a great need to establishreoft of approved books because of the
prevalence of heresy. Some heretics such as Meaesien tried to establish their own
competing canon. The status of most of our cum&nas authoritative was established
around AD 130 and almost all NT books — including four gospels and all Paul’s letters —
(and only three others not in our current canomewecognised as canonical by around 170
AD in the Muratorian Canon.

It's very important to realise that all the 27 beakK the NT canon were being circulated
amongst the early churches and were being readigadted by them before the end of the
first century AD. Also the vast majority of the B@oks of the NT canon were quoted by
early church Fathers such as Irenaeus who quated 28 of the 27 books around AD 170.
It's just that the precise contents of the NT camene not authoritatively determined until
later.

There were various Pseudepigraphal books (litekadlyks of false authorship, although the
word has come to mean books outside the canoricaidaries) such as:

Epistle of Pseudo-Barnabas

Epistle to the Corinthians

Apocalypse of Peter

The Gospel of Truth

The Gospel According to the Hebrews

The Gospel of the Egyptians

The Gospel of St Thomas

The Gospel of Peter

The Gospel of Philip

Second Epistle of Clement
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The Acts of Paul and Thecla

Epistle to the Laodiceaens

Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians
The Seven Epistles of Ignatius

Some of these have been brought to prominence lbgmauthors like Dan Brown in the Da
Vinci Code, but these books never enjoyed more thiaaporary or local recognition and no
major church council voted to includay of them in the NT.

We can usefully divide the NT canon into five sec8 as per the table:

The Gospels History The Pauline The General Prophecy
Epistles Epistles
Mathew Acts Romans James Revelation
Mark 1 Corinthians 1 Peter
Luke 2 Corinthians 2 Peter
John Galatians 1 John
Ephesians 2 John
Philippians 3 John
Colossians Jude

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
? Hebrews
Titus
Philemon

| think those categories are largely self explanatexcept perhaps for Hebrews which |
included with the Pauline epistles with a questitark. In fact Paul almost certainly didn’t
write it, and we don’t really know who did, butd delieve Paul contributed to it; much of
the theology is very Pauline.

The Writing of the New Testament

The above sections and the ordering of the bookiseoNT in our Bibles don't in any way
correspond to the order in which they were writm|et's now look at the NT from that
perspective. We can't absolutely certain of thinexs of all the books, although | believe
the table is correct, and we can't be absolutataiceof the dates of many of the books,
although we know the dates of quite a few of Pdelt®rs quite accurately, but the following
table is a good estimate:

BOOK DATE AUTHOR

James 45 James the Lord’s brother
Galatians 48 Paul

1 and 2 Thessalonians 51 Paul

1 Corinthians 55 Paul

Mark’s Gospel 55 John Mark

2 Corinthians 56 Paul

Romans 58 Paul
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Ephesians 61 Paul

Colossians 61 Paul

Philemon 61 Paul

Philippians 61 Paul

Luke’s Gospel 61 Luke, the doctor

Mathew’s Gospel 62 Matthew the disciple

1 Peter 62 Peter

Acts 63 Luke

Titus 63 Paul

2 Peter 65 Peter

Jude 65 Judas the Lord’s brother

1 and 2 Timothy 66 Paul

Hebrews 67 Unknown

Revelation 68 John the apostle, son of Zebedee
John’s Gospel 88 John the apostle, son of Zsbed
1, 2 and 3 John 90 John the apostle, son ofdéebe

The first important thing we can note and learmfrihat table is that almost all of the NT —
indeed everything apart from some of John’s writingas written within 35 years after
Christ’s ascension. That’s well within the lifegnof those who were eyewitnesses to the
events of the crucifixion and resurrection of Chrasd no one, neither individual witnesses
nor the Jewish establishment, ever came forwacdmdradict the message of the NT which
was being widely preached and taught. The Jevastbkshment especially had a huge
vested interest in contradicting the gospel mesdagdhey never did so — that tells me that
they well knew that what was being said was true.

The second important thing we can learn is thatyewmeportant book was written either by
an eyewitness to the events they were writing atimiin, Matthew, Peter, James, Judas),
had extended direct contact with those who weraviggesses and recorded what they had
heard (Mark and Luke) or had a special revelatioectifrom God (Paul — who also had
contact with other eyewitnesses such as Peter).

Let's now look at these writings partly from antbiscal perspective, but mainly grouping
them according to their authors and also lookinifpatfour gospels together.

As we saw the first NT document was the epistl@amhes written around 45 AD, just 12
years after Christ’'s ascension, which makes ietimiest of the NT writings. James was
probably the oldest brother of Jesus, not the &datmes. It is distinctively Jewish and
refers to synagogues rather than churches. ltittew to "the twelve tribes," perhaps to early
Christian Jews scattered from Jerusalem after Stéplleath.

The next documents were certainly Paul's pastettgrs to various churches which he either
founded or in which he ministered. Most of theszewvritten between 48 and 61 AD and in
many cases we can be certain of those dates toaityear or so. We've looked at Paul's
life and work in a fair amount of detail in thestipart of our talk. Paul’s letters weren’t
written as evangelical documents or to tell thepgbstory, rather they were written to those
who had already received the gospel message amddxtit. They were written to address
specific doctrinal or pastoral issues which werpantant (and usually troublesome) in the
churches to which he was writing. Yet in theseelstwe can find sufficient material to
reconstruct an outline of early apostolic preaclahgut Jesus. Paul marshals much
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eyewitness testimony. He says that the risen Qlvas seen by many eyewitnesses on
numerous occasions and that on one occasion heegasby over 500 people most of whom
were still alive 25 years later. Paul was not l@lhan eyewitness but he both had a special
divine revelation and knew many of the apostleh aascPeter, James and John. Although he
says he derived nothing of his message from ther @jpostles, his teaching is in complete
agreement with them.

Next we probably have the gospel of Mark, writtenhaps as early as 55 AD. The author
was probably John Mark, a close associate of Ple¢gprobably acted as Peter’s interpreter)
and who accompanied Paul and Barnabas in Antiodloarpart of a missionary journey.
Tradition has it that this gospel was written lyt possibly in Rome. It was certainly
written with gentile readers in mind as Mark exptaldewish customs and practices. He
emphasises persecution, martyrdom and sufferiregeribss, discipleship, and Jesus'
teachings. Thus if this gospel was written in Rapart of the purpose may have been to
prepare Roman Christians for persecution. Howehamsider that, whilst the material in
the gospels and their focus was almost certairflyenced by the Christian community in
which they were composed, they were written focudation amongst the wider Christian
community. This view has recently been strongl¢ parsuasively argued by theologian
Richard Bauckham in two bookdésus and the Eyewitnessard “The Gospels for all
Christians.

| believe Mark was the first of the three synofjtic at one look) gospels because | believe
that it is quite clear that a part of Mark’s maaémwas used by both Luke and Matthew — look
at the gospel relationships diagrastidegl. Matthew and Luke both used 235 verses from
another source, usually called Q and they eachidiecd material from their own unique
sources. There are only 31 verses in Mark whicke m close parallel in either Matthew or
Luke. Also where Matthew’s material duplicatesttinaMark it is usually Matthew who
abridges it- if Matthew had written first you'd eqb it to be the other way around.

Luke was probably the next of the synoptic gospelse written, | believe quite early, around
61 AD, as it seems to me quite clear that Luke evhia$ gospel before he wrote Acts (we can
infer both from Colossians and the dedication ahémomaterial in the book itself that Luke
also wrote Acts). Acts was almost certainly wrtteefore 64 AD as Luke doesn’t mention
the great persecution under Nero which startedDr6A, Paul’s likely second imprisonment
commencing around 66 AD or Paul's execution. Adge are of such importance that it
seems most unlikely that he would have failed totoa them if he had been writing later.

Luke was a well-educated gentile physician who wisls Paul and other apostles, perhaps
originating from Antioch of Syria or Philippi. Lekiravelled with Paul and his companions
on some missionary journeys (as we've already saethe accompanied Paul to Rome after
Paul's detention in Caesarea (Philemon 24). It hreaxe been his arrival in Rome with Paul
that stimulated Luke to start setting down his gbap manuscript and that certainly fits in
with my suggested dating. Luke also says thathefally investigated everything, and we
know he was an accurate and careful historiannsaure he talked to many eyewitnesses.
The gospel was written to strengthen the faithadielvers and answer the attacks of
unbelievers, which were prevalent at this timewds clearly addressed to a wide range of
recipients as it assumes its readers are unfamilthrPalestine. It emphasises salvation, the
place of Gentiles as well as Jews in God's kingdmaer, the joy of announcing the gospel,
the poor, sinners, family, "Son of Man", and thdyH®pirit.
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Matthew was probably the last of the synoptic gtstgebe written, probably around 62 AD
(although many scholars want to date it after ghleoff Jerusalem in AD 70 I think the
balance of the evidence favours an earlier datbg author was probably Matthew (who was
called Levi by Luke and Mark), one of the twelvesites. It was probably written in
Palestine or Antioch (where it first seems to happeared) for Greek speaking Jews familiar
with Jewish tradition and customs, to prove to tibat Jesus is their Messiah by showing
them how Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of the @Tformat it seems to be rather like a
teaching manual rather than being arranged in ciogical order and it forms a very good
link between the OT and the NT.

John’s gospel was almost certainly written by thestle John, son of Zebedee rather than a
mysterious John the Elder figure. The detailedi@vce is too long for us to look at it in
detail today, but if any one is interested I'm happ email them the material — please let me
know. John wrote, possibly as early as the midt®60’s AD and certainly no later than
AD 85 - 90, probably from Ephesus. | used to faveuearly date for this gospel, because
there is some evidence that this gospel was wiiitedare the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70.
However, | have now come to favour a later datarotind AD 85 in line with the early
church fathers. The Rylands manuscript, a fragraedbhn’s gospel from the early second
century AD, makes it clear that this gospel musehaeen written before the end of the first
century AD at the latest. John’s primary intentieas evangelistic but he may also have
intended to correct or supplement the synoptic gilsspgombat heresies and oppose the
followers of John the Baptist. This gospel is maabre chronological than the synoptic
gospels, and it’'s from this gospel that we leaat flesus probably ministered through four
Passovers (which is why | favour the AD 33 datetlf@r crucifixion rather than AD 30).

Just as an aside here, some scholars have teddostruct the original Aramaic of Jesus’
words and sayings from the Greek of the gospelbave today. It's really interesting that
when you do this the language becomes poetic withdf rhymes and parallelism. Jesus
was almost certainly a poet.

Next in time come the letters of Peter. 1 Petariten in polished and idiomatic Greek,
probably around 62 AD. | believe it was written®gter, although the quality of the writing
makes that open to argument. | personally belibateither Peter himself was the author
and that he had mastered the Greek language dusr8) years of ministry, or that the basis
of the letters come from Peter with Silas servia@a intermediary writer. Peter writes from
"Babylon" (more probably Rome, being likened to fah) and 1 Peter deals mainly with
the persecution of Christians. 2 Peter is likeefieR, probably written towards the end of
Peter’s life around AD 65. It has clear paraligith Jude. The purpose of the letter is to
deal with false teachers and evildoers who havescoto the church.

Then we come to Jude. This letter was written betw65 and 80 AD, but | favour an earlier
date as it would seem that 2 Peter makes use ef Jlite author is Jude (Judas in Greek)
very probably Jesus' brother. Jude refers to Ajpdal literature and has similarities to 2
Peter. Its unstated recipients are warned agdiadatse teachings of early Gnosticism.

Next we come to Hebrews. Although | have inclutled book amongst the Pauline epistles
in the table, it is probable that it was not wnttey Paul, but either by one of Paul’s helpers,
perhaps under Paul’s guidance, or by an intellédmaish Christian, perhaps Barnabas or
Apollos, almost certainly before 70 AD (as the destion of the Temple marking the end of
the Jewish sacrificial system would have been ingmby. The most likely dating is 67 AD.
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It was written for Jewish converts to Christianitg. theme is the supremacy and sufficiency
of Christ, who is said not only to be superiortie OT prophets, but to fulfil a "new
covenant." This book emphasises that there cam berning back to the old Jewish system.

Finally we come to the letters of John and RewvetatiAs with the gospel of John, | believe
that these letters were written by the apostle jwbhably around 88-90 AD, after the
writing of the gospel, but before the persecutioh®omitian which began in AD 95. The
first letter is addressed to unspecified believersbably from Ephesus. It describes heretics
as antichrists and attacks early Gnostic teachhhgalso gives believers assurance of
salvation. The second letter discourages Christienm offering hospitality to Gnostic
teachers. In the third letter John encouragesstfgr the itinerant teachers he sends out.
Again | believe Revelation was written by the afodbhn . The author identifies himself as
John, possibly John the Presbyter, but | beliewag almost certainly John the apostle.
Revelation was written as Christians were in a thpersecution, but probably before the
fall of Jerusalem. He warns the believers at Saamd Philadelphia about coming
persecutions and emperor worship, and stateshtedinal showdown between God and
Satan is imminent. If I'm right about the datitige early chapters of Revelation tells us
about problems in seven of the early churches aften Paul’s death. The remainder of
Revelation is apocalyptic literature, highly symbpand full of visions. It has been
interpreted to apply to the first century, to dlhastory, to the end times, or to an idealised
time — although | believe it was clearly intendedpply to the end times.

Concluding then our section on the writing of thg, Mou will have seen how soon after the
crucifixion of Jesus almost all of the books weréten. At that time many eyewitnesses to
the events in Jesus’ life and death would havebsén alive, so | think it is very unlikely
that these books would have gained a wide ciranaind credibility unless they contained a
true and accurate description of the historicahévéhey describe. It's simply not credible to
dismiss them as myth and legend.

The New Testament Manuscripts

To conclude this section, people often say to nwe tem we know that what we have in our
Bible today is the same as the original NT manpsri Well let me say at the outset that if
you’re not going to accept the NT as correct yosodliely must throw away all other ancient
literature because the NT is by far the best a&teancient literature we havsiflg.

The NT manuscripts were the most frequently copiadi widely circulated books of
antiquity. Thus, there is lots of manuscript enicie  All in all, there are 5,366 partial or
complete copies in Greek dating from between teers#to the fifteenth centuries AD, more
than 10,000 Latin vulgate manuscripts and more $ha00 other early manuscript versions.
That makes a total of approximately 25,000 manptcof all or part of the NT in existence
today.

No other document from antiquity even begins torapgh these standards. Homer's lliad is
second with 643 surviving manuscripts and the Goshplete manuscript here dates from the
thirteenth century. If you doubt the textual relidy of the NT then you must throw away all
ancient literature as unreliable because no oth@eat documents are remotely as well
attested as the NT. Sir Frederick Kenyon who \wagdirector and principal librarian to the
British Museum stated:
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Besides number, the manuscripts of the New Testadiker from those of the
classical authors ........ In no other case is thevatef time between the
composition of the book and the date of the edrégstent manuscripts so short as
that in the New Testament. The books of the Nestdareent were written in the

latter part of the first century; the earliest extananuscripts (trifling scraps excepted)
are of the fourth century — say from 250 to 300rydater. This may sound a
considerable interval, but it is nothing to thatiethparts most of the classical authors
from their earliest manuscripts. We believe thathave in all essentials an accurate
text of the seven extant plays of Sophocles; yeetrliest substantial manuscript
upon which it is based was written more than 1 y€¥rs after the poet’s death.

And he also further stated:

The interval between the dates of original compmsiand the earliest existent
evidence becomes so small as to be in fact netgdigiind the last foundation for any
doubt that the Scriptures have come down to usantislly as they were written has
now been removed. Both the authenticity and timegd integrity of the books of the
New Testament may be regarded as finally estalalishe

Furthermore, there is very good agreement betwetekts of the various manuscripts, so
that there is little doubt that we have the correatdings in almost all cases. Dockery,
Mathews and Sloane write:

For most of the biblical text, a single reading hasn transmitted. Elimination of
scribal errors and intentional changes leaves argyall percentage of the text about
which any questions occur.

They conclude:

Although there are certain differences in manyhef lew Testament manuscripts,
not one fundamental doctrine of the Christian fagists on a disputed reading.

Some of the important early NT manuscripts are:
John Rylands MS (AD 117 - 138) — a portion of glespel of John found in Egypt
Bodmer Papyrus Il (AD 180 —250) — most of Johrosel
Chester Beatty Papyri (AD 200 - 250) — major morsi of the NT
Codex Vaticanus (AD 325 —350) — nearly all of thbl& written in small delicate
uncials on fine vellum. This document was not knawtil 1475 and for the next
four hundred years scholars were prohibited framdyang it.
Codex Sinaiticus (AD 340) — which contains oveff lbdthe Old Testament and
almost all of the New Testament. This was discedén a monastery at Mount Sinai
by a German scholar Count VonTischendorf in 18&8ain this is written in uncials
on vellum.

All'in all there are some 88 known papyri manudsrigf portions of the New Testament, of
which the foregoing are merely the most importapresentatives. The papyri witness to the
text is invaluable, ranging chronologically frormethery threshold of the second century
within a generation of the original autographs amduding the content of most of the New
Testament. All are extant from within the first tlvondred years after the New Testament
itself was written. During that intervening 250aygeriod the original manuscripts were
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copied and recopied, but we have many quotatiams the early church fathers which testify
to the wide circulation of a number of manuscrigftsll the important NT books during that
intervening period.

Conclusion

So what does all this mean for us today? Welllfilswanted you to appreciate how neatly
the spread of the gospel after the ascension gmmeed to Christ’s last commission to the
disciples before the ascension. As the gospelddrem Jews in Jerusalem to Greek
speaking Jews, to God fearing Gentiles and firtallgagan Gentiles so it spread from
Jerusalem into Judea and then Samaria and firathetends of the earth as the Lord had
commanded.

Secondly, | wanted you to see that, whilst Paul avemwvering figure who was hugely
important and influential — in fact one of the ge=a figures in history, the word of the gospel
was also spread to an enormous extent both byamdbelievers after the dispersion of
Christians from Jerusalem following the stoningtéphen and also by the band of disciples
who travelled around preaching the word like BaasalIimothy and many others we've
mentioned. That should be a wonderful encouragetoars all here today to preach the
word wherever we go. We don’t need to be traimeslogians or gifted speakers and who
knows how great the effect of our poor words may be

Thirdly I wanted you all to understand how shod gap between Christ’'s death and the
writing of almost all the NT was. It was well withthe lifetime of many witnesses to
Christ’s death and resurrection.

Fourthly I wanted you to see that the NT was writbgy eyewitnesses or those who had close
contact with eyewitnesses. This was not the siuffiyth and legend.

Fifthly, I wanted you to see that there was ovelwirgg evidence for the truth of the gospel
story. There is the change of attitude of theidies from craven cowards who ran away at
Jesus’ arrest to lions who braved arrest tortuckessen death for the sake of the gospel.
Indeed apart from John who appears to have livedripe old age all the other apostles met
violent deaths for their faith. There is the fatPaul’s miraculous conversion and
subsequent ministry. There is the evidence ofitltacles performed by the apostles which
are confirmed not only by NT writings but also by tevidence of Jewish literature — the
Mishnah.

Finally | wanted you to appreciate the fulfilmert@od’'s wonderful plan for the spread of
the gospel message and the building of the churdhree bringing of the gospel to us today
both through that church and the writings madeutnearly 2,000 years ago — the New
Testament.

Let’s just close with a few words of prayer. Fathpray that today will have given us a new
understanding of the development of the early dnaral the writing of the New Testament
and that this will encourage us all and deeperfaitir both in you and your word to us in the
NT. Amen.

35



APPENDICES

36



TIMELINE OF THE APOSTOLIC AGE

2a

lea

YEAR EVENTS IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH NT BOOKS EVENTS IN ROMAN EMPIRE
WRITTEN
33 Christ Crucified and Resurrected Tiberius Eraper
34 Stephen stoned to death
Peter and John in Samaria
36 Conversion of Paul Caligula becomes Emperor
40 Paul meets apostles in Jerusalem and fleessoS a
Cornelius becomes first Gentile convert
41 Claudius becomes Emperor, Herod Agrippa |
becomes Procurator
43 Antioch ministry of Paul and Barnabas
45 Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem with offerifrgen Antioch Herod Agrippa | dies
Peter imprisoned and delivered
Persecution of Jerusalem church, James the Elderes the
apostle) beheaded.
James the Lord’s brother writes epistle James iGsgfadus appointed Procurator of Judea
46 Paul’s first missionary journey begins TiberAlexander appointed Procurator of Judg
47 Ventidius Cumanus appointed Procurator of Ju
48 Paul's ¥ missionary journey ends Galatians
50 Paul’s third visit to Jerusalem. Council ofukaiem between Paul
and Jerusalem church
Paul’s 29 missionary journey commences
51 1 and 2 Thessalonians
52 Paul's 2° missionary journey ends
53 Paul’s fourth visit to Jerusalem. PaulSmissionary journey
begins
54 Nero becomes Emperor
55 Mark, 1 Corinthians Revolt of the Sicarii
56 2 Corinthians
57 Paul's 8 missionary journey ends Romans
58 Paul visits Jerusalem for the fifth and lastetiamd is arrested
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58

Paul awaits trial in Caesarea

60 Paul goes to Rome for his trial and is shipweelckt Malta Porcius Festus appointed Procuratdudéa
61 Paul under hose arrest in Rome Luke, Ephesians, War with Boadicea in Britain
Colossians, Philemon,
Philippians
62 James the Lord’s brother martyred at Jerusaletheorders of | Matthew, 1 Peter
the high priest Arianus I
63 Paul released from house arrest in Rome Acts, Titus
Paul’s 4" missionary journey begins
64 Severe persecution under Nero commences Greaf Rome. Persecution under Nero
commences.
65 Paul's & missionary journey ends 2 Peter, Jude
66 Paul begins" imprisonment in Rome 1 and 2 Timothy
67 Paul executed Hebrews
68 Revelation Galba becomes Emperor
69 Otho and Vitellius Emperor then Vespasian
Emperor

70 Temple and Jerusalem destroyed
79 Titus Emperor
81 Christian persecution under Emperor Domitianriseg Domitian Emperor
88 John
90 1, 2 and 3 John
96 Nerva Emperor
98 Trajan Emperor
100 John son of Zebedee dies
Notes

1. New Testament Books emboldened are those wher@amvbecmost sure of the dating. Others may hawmsiderable range of possibilities — see

separate Table and Notes on the Books of the Nestaifent.
2. Apart from matters noted in 1. above, we can bsarable certain of most dates up to AD 70 withaoaple of years either way. Christ could have
been crucified in either AD 33 or AD 30 — althouggrefer the evidence for the AD 33 dating.
3. There is dispute about whether or not Paul actwatii« a fourth missionary journey (and where hetwigme did) as this is not in the Book of Acts.

This is probably because Acts was written priathie journey, which | believe happened, as itligster with what we know of events in the Roman
Empire, with Paul’s own Epistles and most impotianith early church literature.
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COMPARISON OF NEW TESTAMENT DOCUMENTS WITH OTHER AN CIENT LITERATURE

AUTHOR BOOK DATE EARLIEST TIME NO. OF
WRITTEN COPIES GAP COPIES
Homer lliad 800 BC c 400 BC c 400 yrs 643
Herodotus History 480-425 BC c 900 AD c1,350yrs 8
Thucydides History 460-400 BC c 900 AD c 1,300 yr8
Plato 400 BC c 900 AD c1,300yns 7
Demosthenes 300 BC c 1,100 AD c1,400yrs 200
Caesar Gallic Warg 100-44 BC c 900 AD c1,000 yrO 1
Livy History of [59BC—-17 |4"cent. (partial) |c400yrs | 1 partial
Rome AD mostly 11th cent. | ¢ 1,000 yrs| 19

Tacitus Annals 100 AD c 1,100 AD c1,000yrs 20
Pliny Natural 61-113 AD c 850 AD c 750 yrs 7
Secundus History
New 50-100 AD c 114 (fragment) | ¢ 50 yrs 5,366
Testament ¢ 200 (books) c 100 yrs

¢ 250 (most of NT) | ¢ 150 yrs

c 325 (complete) | c 225 yrs
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THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

MARK
661 verses
500 350
verses Q verses
235 verses
\ 4 A Y
MATTHEW LUKE
1068 verses 1149 verses
A A
M L
333 verses 564 verses
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